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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The first quarter of my role of President of Rye Historical
Society has passed quickly. After a year in which much was
achieved, this quarter has been relatively quiet.
The main revenue producing events during this period
were the Stalls, and the Bunnings Sausage Sizzle. The latter
being by far the most profitable.
Praise must be given to all those that participated, in particular the work of John Hazledine and Bernie Woiwod in
setting up, obtaining provisions and cooking of the sausages.
The Rye Foreshore Market Day was abandoned for the
time being, and the Stall set was up in in the entry lane to
the Post Office. The use of the Community Garden site behind the Post Office was not
successful.
Nevertheless, it is important to be seen in public as it does draw attention to the
activities and function of the Society.
Another activity was the Rye Cemetery walk. A fascinating vision of the history of
people of the past was expertly conducted by John Hazledine and Pauline Powell.
Unfortunately this event was marred by some terrible weather.
The Christmas breakup was held at the Rye RSL. Some 30 people were in attendance. A good night was enjoyed by all. It was good to see some of the Old Timers in
attendance. One of our new members, Kristine Botha, did a splendid job in arranging
the function.
The President’s Pizza night was greatly enjoyed. The Johnsons provided a delightful
musical background. Wayne Bastow came up with a challenging set of questions and
some delicious pizzas were prepared by Chris Bertacco.
Special thanks to Newsletter Editor, Noel Erbs for production of the Newsletter and
preparation of some very interesting items on the origin and historical significance of
road names in Rye.
Guest speakers were Mandy Robertson, who spoke on the Dolphin Research Institute and Peter Munro who spoke on “A few Melbourne Stories - Anecdotes behind
Melbourne’s notable icons”.
Semi-official duties included the following community activities:
Attendance at an Interview of potential Council applicants, and; A meeting on a
proposal to erect a large (45x45m) blow up entertainment structure off Rye Pier.
In conclusion I would like to thank the Society members who attended functions
and events over the past months and wish all members the best of fortune, health
and harmony for the New Year.

John Bertacco
COVER PICTURE
This photo of Mr and Mrs James L Brown, which dates from about 1950, has been
kindly provided by one of their grandsons. The earliest confirmed image of Mr and
Mrs Brown is a photo taken at his investiture as Mayor of Sandringham in 1930. A
face shot cropped from that photo (now somewhat damaged) appears on page 10.

HISTORY WEEK 16th - 23rd OCTOBER
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PIZZA AND TRIVIA NIGHT
History week kicked off for Rye H S on Saturday with an enjoyable evening
hosted at home by President John, ably assisted by his talented son, Chris.
Chris was ultra organised, with the outdoor pizza oven working to perfection,
and his chef’s abilities were outstanding, as attested by the compliments from
the amply fed crowd. He was happy to discuss techniques and no doubt some
of those present will be trying a few new approaches in their own food prep.
David and Vivienne were providing background music while the early courses
were being devoured but wisely joined the table in time to avoid starvation.
Before dessert and coffee, Wayne launched his 22 question Trivia Quiz.
Strictly individual scores - no team work, 3 prizes on offer. A stewards inquiry
into one answer (google/wiki) added to the amusement. The final count had
Jill (1) on 14, Pauline (2) on 12 and Prue (3) on 11, which made it a bit easier
for those of us languishing on single digits to rationalise our ‘ordinary’ scores.
Pauline moved the vote of thanks to the hosts, which was applauded by all
present, and she was only half-joking when she suggested monthly repeats!!!

VISIT BY DROMANA & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
On Tuesday, 11 members of Dromana & District Historical Society were able
to accept our invitation to visit and inspect “The Old Schoolhouse”. Five RHS
members were on hand to welcome and act as guides from about 10:45am.
This visit was relatively informal and proved to be a rewarding inter-society
event, with the visitors most impressed by both the venue and the displays.
Digitisation officer, Murray Adams, worked steadily through the distraction,
continuing the invaluable scanning and processing of our archive photographs.
The inspection drew to a close at about 12:15pm, with all indications that it
was a marked success. We could do a lot worse than arrange a reciprocal visit.

CEMETERY WALKS
Participants were welcomed at St Andrew’s
church by Pres. John at 4pm on Saturday 22nd.
After Prue presented a detailed history of
the church, two equal groups were formed;
one led by John H, the other led by Pauline P.
Having a wide range of family histories and
interconnections explained was very valuable.
The photo of John’s group shows an idyllic
setting with sunshine and blue sky, which was
an unexpected turnaround from the torrential rain barely two hours previously.
Those who had perhaps decided to “give it a miss” owing to rotten weather
on the day missed an enjoyable and educational event and the opportunity to
have a chat over drinks and cheese & bikkies back in the church foyer after.
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RYE H S HAPPENINGS

STREET STALL 8th OCTOBER:
The Rye Historical Society stalwarts had
this one all set up, ready to go, in the area
between the Post Office and Imola Red Café
(on Point Nepean Road), well before 10am.
Pictured at right: President John supervising
sales and Secretary Pauline chatting earnestly
to an interested couple at about 11am.
A sunny day and a reasonable amount of
foot traffic saw our public profile raised a bit
and we also gained some new members. In the final wash-up, a handy $250 was
added to our funds. Thanks to those Rye H S members who contributed baked
goods and helped set up and ‘man’ the stall to 1pm and then dismantle it. (NE)

MEETING, 24th OCTOBER.
President John introduced the Guest Speaker, Mandy Robertson, from the
Dolphin Research Institute at Hastings. Mandy outlined both the ongoing and
developmental work of the Institute and introduced the Gr 6 Ambassadors from
Rye Primary School; Keely, Ashley, Billie & Bailey (watched by proud parents).
Each Ambassador spoke enthusiastically about his/her marine project and
answered questions from the audience. Activities particularly valued by these
Ambassadors included tutoring Grade 1 children at Eastbourne School and the
dolphin swim out in the bay. After being thanked for their confident speeches,
and presented with a gift, the Ambassadors headed home with their parents.
Mandy commenced her “Guest Speaker” role by noting that Ambassadors
exist in a number of schools on the Peninsula. Their year of involvement is built
around: teaching younger children, swimming with dolphins and seals in the
bay, catchment studies, and coastal management - all involving field trips and
structured hands-on activities.
Overall an informative, fascinating
and most inspiring evening program.

Pictured at left: President John and
Guest Speaker, Mandy Robertson.
Members who were unable to get to
the meeting can search on ‘google’
for Dolphin Research Institute to get
a thorough overview of that CSIRO
affiliated organisation’s objectives.

RYE H S HAPPENINGS
SAUSAGE SIZZLE - BUNNINGS, BONEO ROAD, 12th NOVEMBER
Thanks to Bernie W and John H, the necessary paperwork and the 8-10, 10-12, 12-2 and 2-4 roster had been
sorted out and supplies bought in ready for the 8am start.
The weather was overcast early, but by midday, the
cloud had started to break up with some sunshine and it
remained fine, though becoming windy after about 1 pm.
These photos were taken during a brief lull in demand
just after the scheduled 10am change of shift.
Captured by ‘Candid Camera’ below are: Ann E, John H,
John B, (customer), Bernie W and Noel T; Prue F, Sue L,
Noel T & Peter R ; Peter R and Noel T.
Demand exceeded previous years,
with John H and Bernie W making two
replenishment runs in the afternoon.
Great planning skill saw the final pile of
cooked sausages exactly meet a surge
in sales just before closing at 4pm.
The nett reward for effort was a very
valuable $2282. Many thanks to the
planners and all the workers (especially
to Bernie’s son and granddaughter)
AND also to Bunnings for providing this
opportunity for us to raise funds.
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RYE H S HAPPENINGS and TRIBUTE
CHRISTMAS FUNCTION - RYE RSL, Monday, November 28th, 6-8pm.

A number of venues, formats and costs were considered before it was decided
to opt for a relatively informal function to be held in
the Rye RSL “Long Room” (to be catered by the RSL).
After President John’s welcome address at 6:15 (at
right), the more than 30 members present got back
to the eating, drinking & chatting they had come for.

The RSL catering freed up those
members who had, in the past,
been “stuck in the kitchen”, to
now enjoy a stress free evening.
It appeared to be a worthwhile
end of year function overall, with
the last group of die-hards finally
making a move at about 8:30pm.

STREET STALL 10th December:
After the relatively successful street stall in October, Rye H S had set up again
between the Post Office and Imola Red Café by 9:15am. While the early drizzle
cleared, the chilly wind grew stronger by the hour and the passing foot traffic
seemed less than expected so close to Christmas. However, the final figure for
the day was a valuable $292. Thanks to those who contributed baked goods (all
sold) and/or helped set up and manage the stall to 1pm and then dismantle it.

We need Sherlock Holmes on this case!
In about October, an (unknown) member paid the annual subscription by
direct debit transfer BUT DID NOT STATE A NAME. Perhaps someone reading
this issue can throw some light on who this mystery ‘benefactor’ might be !!

VALE - PETER HOLLOWAY
Peter Holloway was a Past President of Dromana & District Historical Society
and was President of the Mornington Peninsula Branch of the National Trust
when he became ill earlier in 2016. Over the years Peter has contributed an
immense amount to both planning issues and Local History on the Peninsula.
Peter Holloway passed away in October and will be greatly missed.

VALE and From the Past - 115 years Ago
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VALE - ALMA GRINTER
Alma Grinter was a staunch supporter of the Society, participating in functions
and projects. She and her late husband, Phil, were volunteers on Sundays in the
museum. Alma contributed to our entry in “Postcards of the Peninsula”, telling
of camping on the foreshore from the age of six. Some members attended the
celebration of her life before Christmas and sympathy is extended to her family.

Interesting observations on agricultural activity in the Rosebud—Boneo
district several years before the farming resurgence led by James L Brown.
Mornington Standard, 28th June, 1902

BY VIATOR.
"Blow wind and crack your cheeks" but

whether the wind cracked its cheeks or
not it certainly did blow on Tuesday, 17th
inst., when I started on my ride round.
Starting from Dromana and on through
Rosebud to Boneo (the proper name of
which, by the way, is Boniyong), I found
all crops looking very well indeed. At
present the only crops showing are oats
for hay, and with a fair season there
should be a good return.
Messrs Cain and the Cairns family - or
I should rather say, clan - and Crighton,
have areas varying from 10 to 50 acres
under hay, and the last-named has a considerable area under barley for his cows.
About 30 acres of the old house paddock
of the Barker's estate are under crop so
that the purchasers have not lost
much time in commencing operations.
The blocks sold are all fenced with
wire and netting and there is really
good feed on the uncultivated portions.
The chief business at Boneo, at present,
is the milk. Messrs Crighton, with
about 40 cows; Cairns and Russell,
20 cows; Williams, 20 cows; McGillvray,
the same, besides Messrs Purves, Cairns
and others at Green Hills [1], make up the
greater portion of the cream suppliers to
the butter factory at Mornington, and ->

were it not for Boneo, I hear, the factory might have to shut down for want of
cream. How is it that the Shoreham people do not produce more milk? They
seem to have every advantage - land
that will grow any kind of crop, row
or otherwise - and yet they seem to
make no provision for winter feeding.
There must be a woeful lack of energy on the part of the young men in
that part. To return to our matter, the
idea seems to have got abroad that all of
the Barkers' Estate is sold. This is not so.
There are about 500 acres at Boneo unsold and 1500 acres about the homestead, and a good part of this is really
first class land, quite equal to that on
which onions are now being grown, concerning which more later on.
After passing Boneo, we come
to Cairns' - in fact, to several Cairns'
and Pattersons' - all of whom have considerable areas under crop, and, as
in the other cases, all looking well. All
things considered, crops looking well,
good feed and milk a good price,
the prospects for Boneo this season are
extremely good. The only drop of bitterness in the cup that I heard of was the
ravages of the bot-fly, Mr A. Cairns, sen.
having lost a valuable draught mare
from this cause. Mr Sherlock [2] was
called in, but what the result of his investigations are I have not heard.

[1] It is not unusual to find the term “Green Hills” used in early newspaper articles.
Considering the landholder names and context of occurrences found to date,
“Green Hills” appears to refer to that part of today’s Main Ridge district which comprises Browns Rd (east end), Purves Road (south end) and Baldrys Road (west end).
[2] This Mr Sherlock is probably the Veterinarian son of the late Mr S Sherlock, who was
mentioned in the last issue of “White Cliffs”, now safely back from the Boer War.
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THE NEW LOOK INTERIOR OF “THE OLD SCHOOLHOUSE”, RYE

At Right:
Three views of the revamped interior west wall,
swinging from the S-W corner,
past the fireplace, to the N-W
corner and entry doorway.
Retaining the character of a
typical old one-room primary
school is a feature of this area.

2 (right) >
The improved display along
the east wall, including the 3section 150th year tapestry.

1 (below) v
The north wall features the Rye
H S historic tools collection and
‘shadow board’ display.
Glass topped, free standing,
display units are also visible.
In the archiving area, the old
photocopier has gone and the
filing cabinet moved to improve
our awards display (the gap is
for one being re-mounted). v

THE NEW LOOK INTERIOR OF “THE OLD SCHOOLHOUSE”, RYE
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3. < (left)
The South-East corner
holds our library collection
and provides a handy
reading table.

4. (below) v
The display cabinets along
the south wall present a
wide range of our historic
artefacts, all now labelled.
With the exterior now all
nicely painted, new external
signage has added a touch of
class to the whole upgrade. v
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Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – 5 of 5

Part 5 looks at the names: Brown, Government, Ozone, Hygeia and Weeroona.
The 1890’s Depression
left a legacy of banks
foreclosing on farming
blocks near Rye. In 1909, Mr James Little Brown inspected
this scrub land, and, initially in partnership with his brotherin-law, Robert Chisholm, he got control of several thousand
acres. To restore productivity, he hired men to work at scrub
clearing, sowing mellilotus, then burning the dry mellilotus
and ti-tree regrowth, fencing, eradicating rabbits, sowing
pasture, erecting windmills on bores for stock water supply
and managing livestock. The Railways Standing Committee
public hearings held at Flinders in 1913 recorded: “… Mr Brown’s mellilotus grown
on the hitherto useless sand drives at Rye were much admired….”

Mr J L Brown was soon elected to the Flinders Shire Council, and he was created a
Justice of the Peace in October 1916, (noted in both the Age and the Advocate).
In February 1923, The Argus noted: “Councillor Brown, who has sold his house and
land, is leaving Rye. Mrs Brown and he were tendered a farewell social”; and The
Age: “Cr J L Brown of Rye, prior to his departure for Dandenong was presented
with a tea and coffee service. The misses Brown were recipients of a bangle.”

BD&M records show he had married Annie Margaret Short (sister of local Rye bus
operator, Alfred E ‘Tom’ Short) in 1911 and by the time the family departed Rye in
1923, their two daughters, Valda and Jean, were aged 7 and 8 respectively.
For the record, James Little Brown was born at Glenlyon (between Castlemaine and
Ballarat) in 1866. He became established in the Kerang-Swan Hill area and two of his
sisters married two Chisholm brothers from Swan Hill. He secured a newly drained
farm block on the Koo Wee Rup swamp (at Iona) which he paid off in 1908. Electoral
rolls place him at Bunyip South (1903), Rye (1914), Dandenong (1924) and Sandringham in 1931 & 1954. Elected to council at Sandringham, he is pictured above as
Mayor of Sandringham in 1930, aged 64y. In 1952, he was predeceased by his wife,
Annie, and in 1960, Mr James Little Brown died at Sandringham, aged 94y.
The 1891 Contour Map of the Peninsula shows the section of present day Browns
Rd from Boneo Rd to Main Ridge as Ford Rd. That section was later renamed and
appears as Bradys Rd on the equivalent 1931 “Army” map ‘SORRENTO’.
Neither of those maps named the section of present day Browns Rd from Boneo Rd
across the swamp to Truemans Rd and the 1891 map shows the section of todays
Browns Road from present day Dundas St to Truemans Rd as Poultry Farm Road.
The 1938 “Rye-Land” sales promotion map shows Dundas St only from Nepean
Highway to the Melbourne Road junction, beyond which it was marked Browns Rd.
Nowadays, the name Dundas Street applies over its full length, south to the coast.
Post-1931, Browns Rd has been extended west from Dundas St to Melbourne Rd
and the name Browns Road now also applies from Dundas St all the way east, offset
across Truemans Rd, beyond Boneo Rd and past Jetty Rd to Purves Rd, Main Ridge.

Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – 5 of 5 (cont)
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The 1912 “Tootgarook Estate” land sales
promotional map applied the generic
surveyor’s term ‘government road’ to
both this road reserve and to another one, which was later formally named Weir St.
In 1938, the “Rye-Lands” promo map shows this street as Jennings (Govt) Road.
It is probable that common usage had it known as Government Road and no-one
bothered to put forward the alternative local name (Jennings) for formal approval.

By the early 1870s, there were bay
steamer services from Port Melbourne
or Sandridge to Sorrento, Portsea and
Queenscliff with stops at Mornington &
Dromana. The Port Phillip Steamship
and Hotel Company offered a daily service in the 1880s using the Lonsdale or the
Golden Crown. The Alert sailed from Queen’s Wharf to Mornington and Dromana.
Mr W L Thompson was the developer of the Tootgarook Estate subdivision and a
director of the paddle steamer company, so it is no surprise that Ozone St was
named, ca 1912, for the Bay Steamer Ozone. The 572 ton Ozone, built in Scotland,
proved her seaworthiness in the journey to Melbourne. Ozone commenced a
“summer service” from Melbourne to Queenscliff, Portsea, Sorrento & Dromana in
1886. Steamers became less important for Queenscliff than for Sorrento after 1879,
when visitors to Queenscliff from Melbourne gained the alternative of train travel.
Competition posed once the railway to Mornington commenced operations in 1889
was countered by offering a combined steamer-train ticket for travel to and from
Melbourne. As patronage grew, Hygeia and, later, Weeroona, were also brought
into service. The boom years before WW1 saw a rise in the use of motor cars and a
gradual loss of patronage for the bay steamers. Ozone was taken out of service in
1918 and stripped - her hull was sunk off St Leonards in 1925 to form a breakwater.

This name comes from Greek mythology;
Hygeia being the goddess of good health
and cleanliness (alt Hygieia).
As with Ozone St, Hygeia St was named in
about 1912 to recognise the 986 ton
steamer Hygeia which entered service on
the Melbourne – Sorrento – Queenscliff
run in late 1890. Hygeia is pictured at
right approaching the pier carrying a Christmas crowd.
(Image courtesy SLV)
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Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – 5 of 5 (concl)

Built in Scotland and capable of up to 22 knots, Hygeia was licenced to carry
1600 passengers. After Ozone was withdrawn from service in 1918, Hygeia continued to operate profitably until the Great Depression of 1929. Scrapped in
1932, she was stripped of fittings and her hull sunk off Barwon Heads.
No specific reference to Hygeia St in pre-1931 Council reports has been found
to date, but a scale model of the Hygeia features in the RHS museum collection.

Research on the name “Weeroona” to
date suggests that it is an indigenous
word meaning “resting place”.
For the record, a 3-ton cutter named
“Weeroona” was driven ashore and
damaged at St Kilda in 1878; she was
still registered and operating in 1899.
A 17-ton cutter, also named “Weeroona”,
was lost off St Kilda in 1886.
However, neither of these vessels could
compete with a popular paddle steamer
over naming rights for a street in Rye.
This street was named ca 1912, as part
of Mr W L Thompson’s Tootgarook Estate subdivision, to honour the 1412 ton paddle steamer Weeroona, launched
in Scotland in 1910. Weeroona continued operating after the demise of Ozone
in 1918 and then Hygeia in 1932.
Regular advertisements appeared in
The Age; refer to the example dated
16th December 1929, at right.
Competition from cars grew during the
1930s, but Weeroona apparently remained profitable until ca. 1940-41.
Requisitioned in 1942 for use by the
US Army as a barracks and quarters
ship during WW2, after the war she
was decommissioned and lay idle until
being scrapped in 1951.
Oddly, most of present-day Weeroona St was marked as Jennings Road on the
map inside the cover of “Lime Land Leisure”
Researched and written by Noel Erbs

1927 Royal Visit of the Duke of York to Melbourne
The Argus, Friday 22nd April 1927
STATE GUESTS
ON THE WEEROONA

Renown Greeted in the Bay

Citizens representing every section of
the community were the guests of the Federal and State Ministries on the bay steamer Weeroona, which, gaily dressed with
bunting, left the Station Pier, Port Melbourne shortly after 9 o’clock yesterday
morning, to meet the Renown coming up
the bay.
Members of the Federal Parliament
who were on board included the Minister
for Defence, Senator Sir William Glasgow), the Attorney General (Mr Latham),
the Minister for Markets and Migration (Mr
Paterson), and the Minister for Works and
Railways (Mr. Hill). Among those who represented the State Parliament were the
Premier (Mr Allan) and the leader of the
Opposition (Mr Hogan)
Long before 9 o’clock, seating accommodation was fully taxed, and when the vessel
left the pier there was only standing room
and not much of that! Every point of vantage was now occupied with guests eager to
catch the first glimpse of the Renown.
Smudges on the horizon were scanned
through glasses and eventually one larger
than the rest was pronounced to be the
battle cruiser. Through the grey mist the
great warship Renown steamed slowly up
the bay, and as she neared the Weeroona
the excitement on board that vessel became
intense. Cameras were produced by amateur photographers and marine glasses -->
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were focussed on the horizon.
Slowly the distance between the two vessels lessened and about an hour after
the Weeroona left Port Melbourne, the Renown steamed majestically by on her
way to her berth at the Station Pier.
Those on board the Weeroona who were
sufficiently optimistic to hope for a view
of the Royal visitors were disappointed.
The distance between the two vessels was
too great to permit of anything but a
few hand waves which were acknowledged
by sailors from the Renown.
Nevertheless, the sight of the great battleship moving silently towards her berth was
impressive. Through a light mist every detail of the ship was scanned until a particularly heavy shower compelled passengers on the Weeroona to seek shelter. Accompanying the Renown was the destroyer Yarra. Other craft crowded with sightseers dotted the water in the vicinity
and rarely has the bay presented such an
animated vista. Three aeroplanes winged
overhead against a leaden sky. Returning
to Port Melbourne, the Weeroona
passed close to the Renown, being at the
pier now dressed with bunting.
Memories of the visit of the American
Squadron in 1923, when the Weeroona,
with guests of the Federal Ministers on
board, was prevented from going into the
bay by the firemen were recalled yesterday
morning when the fire men demanded holiday pay before the departure of the vessel.
This was granted and the vessel left on
time. The amount involved was about £10.
The State Public Service Band played selections.

A rare aerial photograph of
HMS Renown leaving Port Melbourne at the conclusion of the
Royal Visit.
It was printed in “The Victorian
Railways Magazine”, June 1927.
Part 5 is the final in this series. The news item below, which was found after the last issue of “White
Cliffs” was printed, relates to Point Nepean Road (refer Part 2 of 5) so it is timely to include it here.
The Age, Friday 27 July 1928: The Country Roads Board has granted £5000 for

permanent work between Sorrento and Rye. This will enable the break of bitumen
between White Cliff and Blairgowrie to be constructed. The sum of £500 has been
passed for building a new bridge at Tootgarook Creek. [RBA: £5000 = $375k in 2015]
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Charlotte Fenwick - Melbourne to Rye on Wednesdays in 1914

No advertising has been found so far to show that the bay steamers Hygeia
or Weeroona included Rye as a stop-off, despite Capel Sound offering a deep
water approach to the Rye Jetty. However, their sister vessel, Ozone, routinely
appeared in group advertisements in the period 1913-1916, stopping off at Rye.
Another passenger vessel on record as servicing
Rye occasionally was the Meinderry, pre-1910.
During 1916, the Awaroa, called in at Rye on
Thursdays. Awaroa was rammed and sunk in the
Yarra in 1915 and again in 1921. In 1925, she was
abandoned before sinking in heavy seas in Bass Strait
after bilge pumps failed and the boiler fire went out.
The Reliance also included Rye as a regular port of call from 1918 to 1922.
In addition, one other operator tried regularly including Rye, as instanced by
the Charlotte Fenwick in the May 1914 advertisement reproduced below.
Built near Sydney in 1884 as a 21HP steam powered, propellor driven vessel,
there is a truly staggering amount of detail about her on the internet. Since she
only had two masts (to benefit from sails in the event of engine failure or when
trying to save on coal) the silhouette featured on the advert is not accurate.
And at only 73 tons displacement, in heavy
weather, no doubt some of her landlubber
passengers would be saving their 1 shilling
for a hot meal later, once back on dry land!
The Charlotte Fenwick carried cargo and
passengers in various waters during her 35
year life, first on the NSW central coast, then
on the Sydney to Brisbane run.
After the entrance at Lakes Entrance was
stabilised ca. 1890, she was put to work on
the run from Lakes Entrance to Melbourne
and within the Gippsland Lakes to Sale.
In 1902, she commenced a run from Melbourne to Mornington via Mentone, Mordialloc & Frankston. She got this mention in
the Mornington Standard of 7 Nov, 1903:
RYE - It is reported that the little steamer,
“Charlotte Fenwick”, will call in at this port
for the purpose of conveying passengers
and also to take away the fish which are so
plentifully caught in the bay opposite this
place during the summer season.

Right: Advertisement from the 16 May 1914.
Queenscliff, Portarlington, Sorrento Advertiser.

Note: For 1914, the RBA converter
gives 1shilling equal to $5.60 today.

Charlotte Fenwick - Melbourne to Rye on Wednesdays in 1914
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That run was later extended to Sorrento & Queenscliff and a scheduled stop at
Rye was formalised in 1914. Presumably the barometer matter and the jetty
repair issues mentioned in the news items below had been attended to by then.
The SS Charlotte Fenwick made news during a WW1 coal shortage by burning
firewood. Sold in 1916, her new owners took her north to carry freight to and
from Sydney and the Hawkesbury River, where she met a sad end after a fire
took hold and the Charlotte Fenwick burnt to the waterline and sank in 1920.

Above: An undated photo of the Charlotte Fenwick moored at an Adelaide
Steamship Co wharf. (image courtesy State Library of Victoria, article N Erbs)
Further reading: Bay Steamers & Coastal Ferries, Loney, Jack, Reed Publishing, 1988.
Queenscliff Sentinel, 29 June 1889

RYE

The next port touched at is a very picturesque little place, peopled by fishermen and lime burners.
They asked that an old sunken wreck,
situated near the jetty, should be removed, as at low water it was dangerous
to fishing boats, several of them having
come to grief upon it.
Mr Patterson promised to have the obstruction removed. The deputation also
asked that a shed should be furnished at
the pier for the shelter of goods and that a
barometer should be placed there for the
benefit of fishermen.
Mr Patterson promised to supply the
barometer if someone could be got to take
charge, and said that he would favourably
consider the other matter.

Mornington Standard, 20 May 1905

RYE

The repairs to our jetty have not yet been
commenced, but, it is hoped, the contractors will soon make a start in this direction
as it is not considered that the jetty is in a
safe condition for horse traction. Many of
the piles are in a very dilapidated state.

Geelong Advertiser, 8 Jan 1913

FACILITIES AT RYE

As the excursion steamer OZONE now
calls regularly at Rye on the eastern shore
of the bay, the Public Works Department
has provided better facilities at the jetty by
the addition of three mooring piles on the
western side.

THE BACK PAGE January - March 2017
Coming Events, Meetings, Guest Speakers & Notices.
23rd January: Monday - Committee Meeting only @ 7:00pm (Rye PS as usual).
26th January: No Australia Day involvement this year (Cost of providing a bus prohibitive)
27th January: Friday - Rye RSL Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm. (Meal after, optional)
24th February: Friday - Rye RSL Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm. (Meal after, optional)
27th February: Monday - Committee 6:30pm; Meeting 8pm, Speaker:
Noel Erbs on the recently demolished Power House at Sorrento.
Saturday - Street stall (details TBA)
th

27 March:
31st March:

Monday - Committee 6:30pm; Meeting 8pm, Guest speaker:
Wing Commander (Ret) Max Loves, former test pilot.
Friday - Rye RSL Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm. (Meal after, optional)

Early Notice: This year’s Monster Book Sale is planned to be held
in around mid-2017; exact weekend and roster TBA.
Donations of books & CDs most welcome to build stock.
Stop Press:
As this issue of “White Cliffs” was being finalised, news of the death of Dorothy
Houghton MBE was received. The Society extends condolences to her family and
friends. An appropriate tribute to Dorothy, whose support for the Rye Historical
Society was recognised by life Membership, will appear in the next “White Cliffs”.
Attention !! About Face !! Quick March !!
Not all members received the usual paper copy of the Oct-Dec 2016 “White Cliffs”
in the mail. In light of feedback, that situation has been reviewed and, commencing
with this Jan-Mar 2017 issue, all members will again be receiving a posted copy.

The Rye Historical Society, PO Box 65, Rye 3941
http://ryehistoricalsociety.weebly.com index.html
Museum: “The Old Schoolhouse”, Cnr Lyons St & Collingwood St, Rye
President: John Bertacco,
Vice-President: Lynne Woollard,
Secretary: Pauline Powell,
Hon. Treasurer: Danny Jennings.
Editorial Committee: Bernie Woiwod, John Bertacco, Noel Erbs
Reports on RHS activities (w/photos if possible) and contributed articles for
the next issue of “White Cliffs always welcome. Copy deadline 30th March.

