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Point Nepean Road, Rye, Looking East
(Undated image courtesy SLV)

Judging by shops being closed, the women’s dress and the shadows cast, this
photo was probably taken late on a Sunday morning. Ref description on page 2.
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President’s Report

The Society has had a very busy couple of months with the Old School
House continuing to get a facelift.
A huge thank you to those members involved who have sorted quotes and
been on site to meet with builders and painters, moved furniture, dug around
vents, etc. There has been some rotting timber replaced, new guttering installed and painting will be done on the outside of the building during the
school holidays. As the building is the second oldest public building in Rye it is
essential that it be maintained for future generations.
Tuesday’s group continue to be busy sorting through collections and cataloguing items. If you would like to volunteer a little time please pop in. Little
jobs such as dusting and sweeping are a great help.
The Society continues to run street stalls each second month which helps to
inform locals and visitors about our local history. Thanks to all those regulars
who continue to get involved.
Our Australia Day Bus Tours of Rye environs were again a marvellous success, thanks to John Hazledine who was the tour guide on the day.
We are also in the process of organising a Local History Competition for the
local primary schools. The idea is for the children to come up with a local history project depicting the area’s history.
If you have five minutes, please pop into the little museum and see the incredible job being done by the team.
Linda Berndt

COVER PHOTO
The RYE page of Broadbent’s Road Guide 1938 shows a garage (RYE SERVICE
STATION) situated about midway between Ozone and Hygeia Streets. Ozone
Street is out of view at the photographer’s right. Hygeia St is off to the right
along the near side the shop with the stepped roof-line and VE visible on its
main roof (C JENNINGS GROCER). Beyond that was a butcher shop.
RYE SERVICE STATION was taken over from a Mr Hutchison by Robert
“Bomber” Waugh after his discharge from the 2nd AIF. Next door, the RYE
STORE (with its large dominant roof) was run by Robert’s twin, Ernie Waugh.
Looks like a quiet day with no motor vehicles (wartime petrol rationing would
have been in force) and only five pedestrians and one horse and jinker visible.
While the power poles striding along the foreshore date from 1927 (refer
page 15), there is no definitive feature visible to reliably date this photo.
Nonetheless, the consensus view of several RHS members is approximately 1945.

HAPPENINGS
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Australia Day (Outdoors)
As per previous years, Rye Historical Society “manned” a promotion tent and
managed guided bus tours of historically significant sites in Rye and surrounds.
Australia Day (Indoors)
Fully a dozen Rye Historical Society members partook of an enjoyable luncheon held in the Blue Water Room at Rye Hotel. Organised by the Nepean Historical Society, total attendance was guesstimated at around 100 persons.
Joy Kitch, the President of Nepean Historical Society, introduced the Guest
Speaker, Mr Anthony Knight OAM, representing the National Trust. Our RHS
Asst. Secretary, Norma Cornish, offered a formal ‘thank you’ after his address.
Mr Knight offered an intriguing account of the relationship which developed
between The National Trust and Mr John Tallis, the last private owner of the
stately home, Beleura, in Mornington. After his father, Sir George Tallis, died in
1948, John adopted the property as his life’s work “for the family”.
By the time the 1970s had morphed into the ‘80s, Mr Tallis had accepted that
there was no family succession for the property, so he decided to pursue every
detail with the National Trust to the nth degree until he was satisfied with the
Trust assuming the role of its custodian. When Mr John Tallis died in 1996, he
generously bequeathed Beleura to the people of Victoria in perpetuity.
It was quite an eye-opener for this correspondent to hear explained the level
of documentation essential to establish, maintain and fund such a public asset
into the future, let alone how best to make it accessible to the populace. (NE)
Guest Speakers
In February, Mr Jarrod Ruch, Head Ranger at “The Briars”, Mornington, gave a
detailed description of the early history and recent development of this historic
farm. In addition to the wide range of agricultural challenges being overcome,
of particular interest was the growing community involvement, with the roster
now based around nearly 100 accredited volunteers.
In March, Mr Gary Sanford, Sen. Manager, Rye, Dromana
and Rosebud Community Bank branches of Bendigo Bank,
outlined the lineage of the Bank, which originated at Bendigo by public demand back in the 1850s. Gary (pictured at
right with President Linda) then went on to explain the
practicalities of running a Community Bank and the benefits accruing to the community. Very interesting! (NE)
The Old School House - Audio-Visual Upgrade
Particular thanks to David and Julie Elder for upgrading the DVD player essential for use with our TV set. A welcome replacement for our room. (PP)
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HAPPENINGS

Former Rye Primary School Student Takes a Step Back in Time.
On a recent Sunday afternoon in February, visitors to The Old Schoolhouse
included Mr Ian Lander and his wife, Glenda, from Nanango in Queensland.
Ian (pictured at right) attended Rye PS from 1956 - 1959 when his father was
stationed at the Officer Cadet School at Portsea. They lived in Weeroona
Street. This was his first time back to Rye since 1959 and he was delighted to be
in the room where he spent Grades 5 and 6 with Mr Nunan, the Head Teacher.
He was pleased to find his school photo
in the school book published in 2000, and
excited when he was shown the actual
roll which recorded his enrolment at Rye
PS in October 1956 (just before the Olympic Games, he said, which made it easier
to find). Ian spoke at length about the
local shops and people he remembered. These visits are exciting for those
on duty as well!
(PP, photo courtesy Peter Randoe)

First Street Stall for 2016.
Pictured (L-R), are Pauline Powell, John Bertacco, Ann Erbs and Norma Cornish
smiling for the camera during a change of shift at our first Street stall for 2016
on Saturday 12th March. The long weekend created a fair bit of foot traffic and
as well as raising the public profile of the Society, $345 was added to our funds.

(Photo NE)

Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – Part 2 of 5.
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Introduction:
In Part 1, the only indication of a road within present day PC 3941 on the 1858
survey map was a track along the coast, namely present day Point Nepean Rd.
The 1931 map of the district, below, shows Canterbury Jetty Road and most of
Melbourne Road as unfenced unformed tracks, present day Dundas Street as a
metalled road and Weeroona as a fenced unformed road, as is Truemans Road
(marked then as Sandy Road south of Browns Rd). The original surveyed town
grid near the jetty is obvious, with the first subdivision (the Tootgarook Estate
of ca 1912) also shown, offset from the town centre towards the east, bounded
by present day Weir Street (then unnamed) and Government Road.
The track shown running south from the Sorrento – Dromana Road to Owen
Cain’s property, “Tyrone”, became known as Loading Road during the lime
burning era. This access road has not endured, having been obliterated by
house blocks along Centre Drive and Neville Drive in subsequent subdivisions.

Above: The district from Blairgowrie to Rosebud, from the 1931 “Army” map.
(Victoria – Sorrento, Aust Sect Imp Gen Staff, Mar 1931. Grid size = 1000yards = 930m)

Postcode area 3941 is bounded by: Point Nepean Rd, Truemans Rd, the line of
the proposed freeway extension, Weeroona Street, The Dunes Golf Links
boundary, Dundas St (south), the Bass Strait coastline and Canterbury Jetty Rd.
It straddles the three adjoining parishes: Nepean, Wannaeue and Fingal.
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Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – 2 of 5 (cont)

A total of 437 roads have now been listed. Fourteen of these have the same
name used twice (eg, Street & Avenue) so the actual number of names is 430.
To keep this first foray into road names manageable, it will be limited to the 18
recorded on the above map in 1931 and this issue looks at four of them.

Point Nepean was so named in 1802 by John
Murray aboard Lady Nelson, in honour of Sir Evan
Nepean (pictured at right). In his key role as a
British colonial administrator, Sir Evan earned a
place in Australian history for his part in planning
for the new colony at Sydney Cove.
Interestingly, his brother, Capt. Nicholas Nepean,
was CO of the New South Wales Corps, which arrived at Sydney in 1790 aboard Neptune. His three years at Sydney were not
without contention and Governor Grose sent him home in September 1793.
Council reports of road works on present day Point Nepean Road during the
1880s [1] are vague, typically referring to sections as: “Truemans to Rye”, “Rye
to Dromana Rd”, “Rye to Sorrento” or “Main Dromana and Sorrento Rd”.
A cryptic listing in roadworks Tenders Accepted for October 1892 reads:
“Rocks, Dromana. Chapman Bros. £17”. This probably refers to early road
works at the Anthony’s Nose promontory, then commonly known as The Rocks.
During 1895, further work was being done to widen that initial side cutting as
the following written request to Council was granted: “From G B Wilson, requesting permission to remove stone from Rocks for foundation of building”.

A similar request from a Mr J Clydesdale in April 1901 was also approved.
In December 1905, Council voted to install warning signs for motorists negotiating that early roadway, and voted again in Dec 1908 to upgrade those signs.
Major works to widen and straighten the side cutting at The Rocks/Anthonys
Nose were later carried out by a contractor named Allnut ca. 1920.
If there was an agreed name for present day Point Nepean Road in the early
1900s, it does not appear in Council minutes, as borne out by typical mentions
in the Mornington Standard [1];
“Supplying 150 yards of metal, Trueman’s corner to White Cliff, Rye...”. 3/6/1905.
“Table draining on Dromana and Rye Road, D Griffiths & J Pealing, 2s”. 5/8/1905.
“100 yds metal Truemans to Rye. 100yds of metal from Rye to Sorrento.” 7/4/1906.

Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – 2 of 5 (cont)

7

“.. ; Spreading, Rye-Dromana road, T Trueman, 1s per yard;..” 5/6/1909.

With no local blue metal, road topping was normally crushed local limestone.
On the Peninsula, initially there was jubilation when the Country Roads Board
(CRB) was constituted in 1913. Prior to that, the Board of Land and Works had
intermittently provided Councils with main road grant monies. The expectation
was that the CRB would regularise such grants and the hope was that the CRB
would relieve Council by assuming responsibility for the main road. However, it
was soon found that Point Nepean Road was ranked near the bottom of the
long CRB list of main roads, which prioritised those to Albury, Ballarat, Bendigo,
Geelong, Genoa, Mt Gambier, Portland, Serviceton, Mildura and Strathmerton.
Although ‘Sorrento - Dromana Road’ appears on both the 1891 and the 1931
maps, the name Point Nepean Road appears to have become accepted prior to
WW1 (it was certainly official in the 1937 CRB Annual Report).[2]
Over the years, attempts were made to get Point Nepean Road declared a
State Highway but the CRB advised the municipalities involved that until every
section of the road had been upgraded to a particular standard, that would not
be entertained. Expenditures needed to achieve this upgrade were out of reach
of rates based revenues, so nothing changed.
The first glimmer of hope was an agreement struck in June 1938 which saw the
CRB taking over the section of Point Nepean Road which formed the boundary
between Caulfield and Brighton. In 1944, the CRB awarded a significant maintenance grant to Frankston Council for its portion of Point Nepean Road.
Finally, sighs of relief in November 1947 when the CRB announced “.. that the
Point Nepean Road has been declared a State Highway, and from now on will
be known as Nepean Highway”.

The 91 km from Melbourne to Portsea remained the Nepean Highway until at
least 1977.[3] More recently, Nepean Highway was terminated near Dromana
and the section from Dromana to Portsea was reverted to Point Nepean Road.

It is worth recalling that the city of Melbourne was named
in 1837 in honour of Lord Melbourne (pictured at right),
then Prime Minister of Britain. His accomplishments and
his ‘indiscretions’ certainly make for interesting reading.
The Melbourne Road route was an attractive alternative
to the Dromana – Sorrento road In the era of horse drawn
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Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – 2 of 5 (cont)

vehicles, with its gentle gradients. It also provided convenient access either
from Rye or Sorrento to land remote from Point Nepean Road along the coast.
This track was marked on the 1891 ‘SORRENTO’ contour map as Central Road,
but 15 years later, the present day name was recorded in a Council report:
“A petition from Sorrento ratepayers, asking the Council to metal the old Melbourne road from Spunners to Hotham road—To lie on the table.” (7 April 1906).

In February 1945, Flinders Council resolved to get the CRB to take over (Old)
Melbourne Road, but kept it as a budget priority for Post-War Council work.
Mr James T Trueman and his wife
Jane became well established in
the Tootgarook area in the years
after they arrived in Australia aboard SABRINA in 1857 with toddler, George.
Hollinshed noted the position he held at the inn at the Purves homestead. [4]
J T Trueman took up the 112 acre lot 47 of Part A in the Parish of Wannaeue,
one of four situated between present day Truemans Road and the eastern
boundary of James Purves 640 acre pre-emptive right block. The home he built
on this property was featured in the Rye Historical Society ‘150 Years’ paper.
Mr J Trueman’s land was flanked to the north by
Ben and Mary Anne Stenniken’s 108 acre lot 48,
and to the south by Mr Robert Rowley’s lots 46 &
46A, totalling 117 acres.
In 1865, the Stennikens were the first of this
group of three selectors to obtain freehold title.
So the survey which formalised those lots to fit
in with the existing track, later named Truemans
Road, was probably done in the early 1860s.
Four Trueman siblings, Thomas, William, James
and Sarah (who married local man Charles Moat)
stayed in the district. Ellen married Henry John
Cook of Granville Station, NSW, at Rye in 1889.
She died young at Parramatta in 1899. George
Trueman died in 1932 and John died in 1943.
At Right: Mr J T Trueman’s grandson, Frederick James, and son, William, ca. 1940.
The earliest mention of this road found so far in early Council reports reads:
“Moved by Cr Anderson and seconded by Mr Cain ‘That tenders be
called for clearing timber on Truemans road. Carried’.“ (3 Sep 1896)

Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – 2 of 5 (concl)
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An area between present day Blairgowrie and Rye
became commonly known as Canterbury in the
late 1860s. Adopting that name is understood to
have been in recognition of The Honorable Sir John
Henry Thomas Manners-Sutton KCB, 3rd Viscount
Canterbury (pictured at right).
Appointed the fifth Governor of Victoria (Aug 1866
– March 1873), Sir John exercised a steadying hand
on a sometimes fractious government and became
generally well regarded, by most accounts.
His daughter, Anna, married Charles Edward
Bright, who was then owner of the notable home,
Beleura, at Mornington. No doubt the Governor
and his wife were able to enjoy a few holiday
breaks at Mornington in convivial surroundings.
When construction work on a jetty to service the Canterbury district limestone
burners commenced circa 1870, it was logically named Canterbury Jetty.
Likewise, naming the track from the lime kilns of David Swan and the White
Brothers to that jetty as Canterbury Jetty Road was hardly surprising. As already
noted, Canterbury Jetty Road forms the western boundary of Postcode 3941.
Footnote:
A tender was accepted in June 1887 to extend the jetty into deeper water to
cater for larger vessels. Lime burning went into decline in the 1890s, although
some firewood loadings continued, and the jetty later fell into disrepair. A photo of the rows of remnant pier piles, ca. 1950, featured on the RHS website.
Sources:
1. Flinders and Kangerong Shire Council meetings, Mornington Standard.
2. Annual Report, Country Roads Board, 1937.
3. Annual Report, Country Roads Board, 1977.
4. Hollinshed C N; Lime Land Leisure, Shire of Flinders, 1982.
Researched and written by Noel Erbs
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The Coolgardie Safe

The early settlers did not have the convenience of ice chests and refrigeration
so had to depend on storing perishables in the cool environment of a well or
make use of a Coolgardie Safe.
The Coolgardie Safe was invented by Arthur Patrick McCormick during the first
gold rush in Coolgardie. The Coolgardie Safe was a very basic form of fridge,
which worked on the simple principle of evaporative cooling. McCormick
adapted the general idea used by the outback explorers to cool their canvas
water bags.
When a canvas bag is wet, the fibers expand and the bag holds water. Some
water seeps out and evaporates. It is most effective when air continually
moves past it, such as when mounted on a moving vehicle or when exposed to
a breeze.
Modern surveyors and outback workers can
often be seen with a canvas water bag suspended from the bumper bar of their vehicles.
In practice, the Coolgardie Safe (at right) was
made of wire mesh, an envelope of hessian, a
wooden frame and a galvanized iron tray on top.
The galvanized iron tray was filled with water. A
hessian was hung over the side with one of the
ends in the tray to soak up the water.
“Gradually the hessian bag would get wet.
When a breeze came it would pass through the
wet bag and evaporate the water. This would
cool the air inside the safe, and in turn cool the
food stored in the safe.
This cooling was due to the water in the hessian needing energy to change state and evaporate. This energy came from the interior of the
safe, thus making the interior cooler.”
A metal tray below the safe caught excess water
from the hessian. It was usually placed on a
shady verandah where there was a breeze.
The Coolgardie safe was a common household
item in Australia until the mid-twentieth century.

The Coolgardie Safe (concl.)
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Butter Dish
Another adaptation was the butter dish that was
based on the same principle.
It was glazed on the inside, but porous on the
outside, so a little water could enter the pores of
the terracotta, wick upwards and eventually
evaporate and so cool the butter inside.
At Right:
Example of a butter dish, lid glazed inside but
porous on the outside, resting in a dish of water.

The Concrete Chamber
Another system used was the construction, in concrete, of a room about the
size of the old-fashioned telephone box. A pool at the top was constantly
topped up with water, which then percolated down the porous outside of the
concrete to eventually evaporate and so cool the inner chamber.

The Zeer Pot
The Zeer Pot (pictured below right) is a Nigerian invention and it has had an
incredible impact on the livelihood of small food growers and families who
could not afford powered refrigeration.
It works in a slightly different way to the
Coolgardie Safe and is a lot simpler to
build.
All it consists of is two terracotta pots, a
smaller one set inside of a larger one,
packed in between with wet sand.
A damp cloth or hessian can be draped
over the top for extra insulation.
The water in the sand evaporates, so keeping the terracotta cool.
Researched and written by John Bertacco.
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PASTORAL RUNS ON MORNINGTON PENINSULA

The Public Notice reconstructed below was found in the Argus of May 9, 1850.
It adds useful background information to the main content of this article.
Superintendent’s Office,
Melbourne, 3rd May, 1850
INTERMEDIATE LANDS
The undermentioned parties, whose Runs have hitherto wholly or in part
been erroneously included in the Settled District, are hereby requested to
forward their applications for Licenced Occupation of these lands to the
respective Crown Commissioners, for the Twelve months, commencing 1st
of January, 1851, under the Regulations for the Occupation pending the
Lease of Intermediate Lands, under which class they are now decided to fall.
These applications must be made before the 30th June next, in conformity
with the Notice from the Colonial Secretary’s Office, dated 16th July 1845, it
will be requested that the amount of stock depastured should be given in.
It is further understood that they are respectively at liberty to make application for Lease in the manner pointed out by Order in Council dated 7th
October 1847, and Regulations founded thereon.
C. J. LA TROBE

COUNTY OF MORNINGTON
No
NAME
EXTENT of RUN NAME of RUN
1 Balcombe, Alexander 8 Sq miles Cheekengoork
2 Biggam, William
5 Sq miles Mount Martha
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

SITUATION
Mount Martha
Near Jamieson’s
Special Survey
Cockayne, Edward
1 Sq mile Inlets
Western Port Bay
Corbett, Richard
7 Sq miles Kilmore
Western Port Bay
Cunningham, R P
16 Sq miles Manton’s Old Station Western Port Bay
Cuthbert, James
12 Sq miles Westaway Station
Western Port Bay
Foley, Henry
6 Sq miles Billerbill
Western Port Bay
Gardiner, W & J
18 Sq miles Two Rivers & Griffiths Western Port Bay
King, Martha Jane
7 Sq miles Bunguyan
Western Port Bay
McCrae, Andrew M
8 Sq miles Arthur’s Seat
Jamieson’s Special S
Martin, Septimus
3 Sq miles Torbinurruck
Western Port Bay
Moor & Martin
2½ Sq miles Red Bluff
Western Port Bay
Moor & Martin
9 Sq miles Yallock
Western Port Bay
Payne, William
13 Sq miles Coolert
Western Port Bay
Pender, Michael
8 Sq miles Upper Plains
Western Port Bay
Power, David
5 Sq miles Weandron
Bass River
Smith, George
20 Sq miles Tootgarook
Port Phillip Bay
Tuck, Henry
10 Sq miles Manton’s Creek
Western Port Bay
Whilloughby, William 10 Sq miles Long Waren
Western Port

PASTORAL RUNS ON MORNINGTON PENINSULA (cont.)
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The 1851 map below shows the relevant area selected from a map of Victoria.
(Held at the State Library of Victoria and viewable on-line).
The following listing has been prepared as a handy reference for historians by
putting names and dates against Pastoral Runs on the Mornington Peninsula.

RUN HOLDER’S NAMES AND DATES OF TENURE:
ARTHURS SEAT
WP 193, 21360 acres, near Dromana [1].
1844, Feb:
Andrew Murison McCrae
1853:
Joseph Brooke Burrell
1862:
CANCELLED.
[NB*: 8 sq miles = only 5120 acres]
CAPE SCHANCK (and BARRABANG with BONEO) [2]
W.P. 20, 9600 acres. [3]
1838:
Charles Campbell of Sydney.
1938 (end):
Robert Jamieson [4]
1839, Aug:
Willoughby & Thomson
1840, Feb:
John & Edward Barker
1844:
J Barker
1844:
CANCELLED
( NB* : Land area conversion 1 sq mile = 640 acres applied to p12 list areas )
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PASTORAL RUNS ON MORNINGTON PENINSULA (cont.)

COOLORT (Includes KANGERONG & TAMAZON) [2]
WP 147 & 213, 16880 acres. Westernport Bay, Stony Point.
1840:
Alf & Henry Meyrick
1846, Oct:
William Payne
1853, Jan:
Harry Drew
1854, Feb:
Joseph Hann
1862, Aug:
Theodotus John Sumner
1875, Jan:
CANCELLED
[NB*: 13 sq miles = only 8320 acres]
MANTONS CREEK (Mintons), Flinders
1840:
Chas. Manton
1847 – Jul 1861:
Henry Tuck

[NB*: 10 sq miles = 6400 acres]

MT MARTHA (Delamor’s (Dallimore’s) Run).
WP 201, 12000 acres. [3]
1840
Frederick W Dallimore
1848, Mar
Thomas & Russell
1850, Mar
William Biggam
1850, July
John McKenzie
1851, Feb
Dalmahoy Campbell
1851, July
John C Aitken
1855, Apr
James Hearn
1856
CANCELLED
[NB*: 5 sq miles = only 3200 acres]
TOOTGAROOK (or WHITE CLIFF or KANGERONG) [2]
6400 acres. S.E. Shore Port Phillip between Dromana and Rye.
1838:
Edward William Hobson
1850 (July) – 1869: James Purves.
[NB*: 20 sq miles = 12800 acres]
TUERONG
W.P. 191. 12000 acres, Merricks Ck, Westernport Bay.
1840:
William J Thomas
1843, Sept:
Geo. Bolton Eagle
1846, Sep:
William Dawson
1849, July:
John McKenzie & Joseph Hall
1850, Feb:
John Miller
1852, May:
Ralph Ruddell
1860, Apr:
Vaughan & Wild
1864, Aug:
CANCELLED.

PASTORAL RUNS ON MORNINGTON PENINSULA (concl.)
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Footnotes:
1. WP numbers identify runs on master plans. Unfortunately, such plans as are
accessible on-line are too faded to reproduce clearly here.
2. Kangerong, Tamazon and White Cliff have no independent entries.
Barrabang & Boneo are listed, but are appended: ‘(see Cape Schanck)’.
3. Comparisons of areas in the COUNTY OF MORNINGTON list with areas from
Ref [1] show some disturbing inconsistencies. Also, based on visual area
comparisons, some boundaries as drawn on the map appear questionable.
4. When searched by his name, Robert Jamieson is on record as holding Mt
Martha in 1838-39. However his name does not appear in the list of lessees
for Mt Martha.
5. The area adjoining Mt Martha, marked Jamieson SS, does not appear in the
list of runs. The 5120 acres involved was made available to Hugh Jamieson
in October 1841 as a Special Survey (SS). Consequently, it was not recorded
as a pastoral run. [3, below].
6. For Tootgarook, the 1850 list shows George Smith, not E W Hobson.
General note: Exact spellings, eg: Coolort, Coolert and Long Waren are
reproduced here as per the original source material.
Sources:
1. Billis, RV & Kenyon A S, “Pastoral Pioneers of Port Phillip”, 1932 (internet),
2. Government Gazettes (internet),
3. Hollinshed, C N, “Lime, Land and Leisure”, hard copy.
Further reading: “Victorian Squatters”, Spreadborough & Anderson, 1983.
Researched by Noel Erbs
***************************
From The Argus, 9th December 1927.
ELECTRICITY FOR DROMANA.
Power Switched On.
DROMANA, Thursday: The official switching on of the electric power to supply the towns and districts of Dromana, Rye, Rosebud, Sorrento and Portsea took
place tonight at 7 o'clock in the Mechanics' Hall at Dromana, the district superintendent, Mr H. O. Harper, and the chief engineer of the State Electricity Commission being in charge. Mr Harper presented the shire president (Councillor J. Jack)
with a pair of silver scissors to cut a ribbon. At once there was light and power. A
large display of domestic labour-saving devices was on view, and a very interesting demonstration of cooking on an electric range was given by Miss Osborne. A
dinner was held and several toasts were proposed.
nla.gov.au/nla.news-article3896722
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THE BACK PAGE Apr - Jun 2016
Meetings, Guest Speakers, Events and Notices.

18th April: Committee Meeting only - a week early, note later time of 7pm!
The April General Meeting cancelled as 25th April is ANZAC Day.
29th April: Rye RSL Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm, meal afterwards optional.
14th May: Street Stall (from 10am). Cakes & Bikkies most welcome (no cream).
23rd May General Meeting. Guest speaker Mr Chris O’Shannessy.
Topic: The establishment and history of a local tour company.
27th May: Bus trip to Vietnam Veterans Museum, Phillip Island. Nom. Limit 20.
Cost $63/head, includes morning tea and museum entry fee.
Lunch (at own expense) at Phillip Island RSL, approx. 12:30pm.
Get in early and pay Danny Jennings before 15th May.
For further information, contact Wayne Bastow on 5985 7535.
27th May: Rye RSL Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm, meal afterwards optional.
24th June: Rye RSL Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm, meal afterwards optional.
27th June: General meeting. Guest speaker TBA.
1st July: Nepean H S mid-year luncheon, Rye Hotel, $45/head, details TBA.
Please note: After recent rises in postage, the committee reviewed RHS finances.
Membership renewals will be $20 single, or $30 family at one address, after July.
________________________________________________________________
Home Page. http://ryehistoricalsociety.weebly.com/index.html
Several past issues of our newsletter may now be viewed in colour on the Society’s website. Google ‘Rye Historical Society’. Members may like to send our
newsletter on to friends or review past editions. Go to our site and then click
on ‘Newsletters’ then click on the ‘Download File’ icon. The latest newsletter
will be uploaded within a couple of weeks of it being posted.

The Rye Historical Society, PO Box 65, Rye 3941
http://ryehistoricalsociety.weebly.com index.html
Museum:
“The Old Schoolhouse”, Collingwood St, Rye
President:
Linda Berndt 5985 8187
Secretary:
Pauline Powell 5985 2797
Treasurer:
Danny Jennings 5985 2231
Editorial Committee: Bernie Woiwod, John Bertacco, Noel Erbs
Reports on RHS activities (w/photos if possible) and contributed articles for
the next issue of “White Cliffs” always welcome. Copy deadline is 30th June.

