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Part of “Gracefield Hotel”, then owned by Mrs Hunt, being demolished ca 1926/27 .
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President’s Report 2015 - 2016
Linda Berndt

It is hard to believe that another 12 months has gone by for our
Historical Society and what a twelve months it has been! This year
we are celebrating 16 years as a Historical organisation.
Firstly I would like to express my unbelievable thanks to each
member of the committee for the work, dedication and enthusiasm they put into our Society to make it function so that future
generations can enjoy Rye as it was and into the future. I would
particularly like to thank Secretary Pauline Powell who has supported my position and guided the twelve months that has been
my presidential year.
Our main focus as a society for several years has been the restoration of the Old
School House, the second oldest public building left standing in Rye. For three years,
Past President Prue Found has worked persistently to enable the building be preserved.
The cost of the restoration was well over $50,000. With thanks to Prue and her team we
received donations of over $30,000 from the Southern Peninsula Community Fund, the
Bendigo Bank, Rye P.S., the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, the Rotary Club of Rye/
Rosebud and the Lions Club of Rye. Over time and with dogged determination we managed to raise a further $20,000 ourselves.
Street Stalls, a Bunnings Sausage Sizzle and a profitable Queens Birthday weekend
second hand book stall helped raise much needed funds and the profile of the society.
A special thanks to John Hazledine for his heavy lifting, and those who regularly volunteered to assist including Norma Cornish, Pauline Powell, Prue Found, Bernie
Woiwod, Lynne Woollard and Jill and Wayne Bastow, with each dollar raised safely accounted for by our long time treasurer, Danny Jennings.
Australia Day also saw John conduct two bus tours to local sites, sharing his
knowledge with those interested in our town’s history.
In January the committee co-opted Noel Erbs. He is now the newsletter editor with
his team of Bernie Woiwod and John Bertacco who are churning out articles and stories
about our town. Also, Bernie Woiwod continues to monitor and update our Internet
page and organise the Sunday Roster.
We have been blessed to have had high quality guest speakers throughout the year
speaking on a variety of topics. A special thanks to David and Vivien Johnson who entertained us at our Christmas Function with their band Bunyip n’ Bluegum. Feet were tapping to the singing of old favourites which made for a memorable evening.
This year we initiated a school based history project. Rye was the only local school to
take up the offer however congratulations to Billie, Latisha and Lily who researched and
then presented a project on Matthew Flinders.
As part of the Oral History Project, former Rye P.S. pupil and teacher, 93 year old
Grace Phillingham, nee Dark, was interviewed about her life. I know the students who
were involved in the project enjoyed the experience as much as Grace did.
The Society nominated Bernie Woiwod for a Flinders Seniors award for his dedication
to our local community. He was one of those successful and presented with a certificate
by Federal Member Greg Hunt for his very wide and long-lasting community work.

President’s Report 2015 - 2016 (concl.)
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Bernie, as always, we are very proud of you!
Our society remains active within the local community. As part of the Rye Community Alliance two members attend monthly meetings with other organisations to give
suggestions and hopefully receive answers as to what is occurring in the town and on
the foreshore.
Our members have been asked to be guest speakers at local organisations, again in
an effort to promote the town’s history and get the word far and wide as to the work
we do here.
Our Tuesday cataloguing team has waded its way through photos and documents,
scanned and displayed objects and worked tirelessly to make our little museum appealing to visitors. Thanks to our regular volunteers Lynne Woollard, Pauline Powell, John
Hazledine and Lesley Martin (assisted recently by Murray Adams and Sally Robins).
We have also been incredibly fortunate to have secured the services of Julie Skate
from the Bayside Council Gallery who has assisted with the organisation of displays in
the room.
We have also hit the technological age, setting up a Facebook page. This is another
way of promoting our society and local history. Our page has been ‘liked’ by over 220
people, with over 1000 people viewing the photos of former café Cora Lynn. This is a
great way to inform people far and wide about our work and events. (refer “Back
Page”)
It is not just work, work, work at Rye. On the last Friday of the month, members
gather at the Rye R.S.L to enjoy Happy Hour. A special thank you is also extended to
Wayne and Jill Bastow who have organised social gatherings on behalf of the society.
Our rooms continue to be open on a Sunday, thanks to volunteers who are rostered
several times a year to show visitors our treasures.
On a sadder note this year we lost three of our Historical Society Family. In August
last year, Life Member Phil Cain passed away. Phil, with his extensive knowledge of the
Cain family and early Rye, conducted cemetery tours, Australia Day Tours and wrote
Amongst the Old Folks, the story of the Rye Cemetery. He will be missed for a long time
to come.
Christine Dixon, wife of the Member for Nepean, Martin Dixon, passed away in April
this year.
In May we lost Alice O’Brien. Alice and her late husband, Bill, were diligent supporters of the society, assisting with the Sunday roster and at functions over many years.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish Jill and Wayne Bastow and Ern Jennings
all the very best. Jill and Wayne have been on our committee for several years and
have contributed to our social framework and running of our organisation hugely.
To my dad, Ern Jennings, who is a founding committee member, life member and
former president and past secretary, thanks for the hours of work you have contributed over the past 16 years.
In closing I wish to thank each and every member for their support, however big or
small during the past twelve months. Without an interest in societies such as ours, local
history would cease to be.
I would like to extend to incoming President John Bertacco well wishes for the coming year and pass over the presidency knowing that the society is in very good hands. #
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RYE H S Happenings

MEETING 25 July: Thanks to member Arthur Hicowe who kindly screened
three of his ‘old films’. Two of post-WW1 Sorrento and district and an early
post-WW2 SHELL oil company overview of development in Geelong (in colour!).
New members unfamiliar with Arthur’s amazing collection of movie films will
be relieved to know he doesn’t have to lug a 16mm projector around. Most of
his priceless collection has been converted to digital format and saved on DVD.
AGM 22 August: With Lesley Martin as acting Chair, the AGM confirmed the
following positions filled for 2016/17:
President: John Bertacco, pictured at right,
Vice Pres: Lynne Woollard; Secretary: Pauline Powell,
Asst Sec:
Norma Cornish; Treasurer: Danny Jennings,
Committee: Linda Berndt, Kristine Botha, John Hazledine,
Noel Erbs, Prue Found, Bernard Woiwod.
Treasurer Danny Jennings presented the financial report,
reminding members that the expenses incurred in 2015/16
were a “one-off”. Refer to the audited 2015/16 balance sheet on page 15.
The informal “Bring a Treasure” session brought maybe a dozen members to
their feet to talk about an amazing range of items. Very enjoyable. Followed by
a chatty supper which added wine and cheese to the usual coffee, tea & bikkies.
HERITAGE AWARDS, 6:30pm, 2 Sept: The National Trust Heritage Awards
ceremony, MC’d by Judy Walsh, Acting Chair of the Mornington Peninsula
Branch, National Trust, was hosted by
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council,
with about 70 persons in attendance.
The nine Rye H S members present
were pleasantly surprised to find Rye’s
entry, for the restoration of “The Old
Schoolhouse”, heading the program!
Pictured at right are Pauline Powell
and Prue Found proudly holding the
award just presented by Kristin Stegley,
Chair, National Trust Victoria, alongside
Cr Graham Pittock, Mayor, Mornington Peninsula Shire. (photo: A Erbs) —>

NEW “MUSEUM OPEN” SIGNS
Thanks to John Hazledine & Bernie Woiwod’s efforts, two new, more
visible, signs have been designed and constructed and are now in use.

RYE H S Happenings
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Each of the 15 awards was introduced by a slide presentation describing
the scope of the work, including “before & after” photos. Recipients were
invited to “say a few words”, which added valuable perspective. The range of
heritage projects and specialist trades across the Shire was a real eye-opener
and the outcomes are a credit to the dedicated individuals in each case.
The drinks and finger food afterwards gave the attendees an opportunity
to meet and congratulate - many were still busy chatting well after 8pm.
STREET STALL 10 September: The Society
teamed up with the Lions Club of Rye which
ran a sausage sizzle at the new Community
Park, 3 Lyons St. The setup, pictured at right,
shows Ann and Norma ‘manning’ the table.
A special thanks to the Lions for their effort.
While there was a chilly wind, it did not rain
and the sun finally came out around noon.
Despite the highly visible signage placed in the street, customer numbers were a
bit short of expectations with the result being a modest, but welcome, $225.
Thanks to the members who attended and/or kindly provided goods for sale.
MEETING 26 September: Guest Speaker: Peter Munro, “A Few Melbourne
stories - Anecdotes behind some of Melbourne’s notable icons” was the topic.
After being introduced by President John, Peter launched into his enthusiastic
delivery of a fascinating series of anecdotes, used while holding the microphone
in tour buses which followed a tortuous route around Melbourne to pass by a
wide range of buildings and points of interest. Very well received and enjoyed!
The “body in the box” floating in the Yarra; Houdini nearly drowning in Yarra
mud while struggling to escape from chains; notorious “Madams” running
brothels in “Little Lon”; the unsolved loss of the ceremonial Mace from Spring
Street; the true origins and final placement of “Cook’s Cottage”; Boomerangs as
gifts to ‘The Beatles’, and the spires on St Pauls Cathedral are only a sample.
After fielding quite a few questions, Peter was thanked by President John.
Peter accepted graciously and in turn presented Rye H S with a copy of his
award for documentation of the 13 “Sorrento Boys” who paid the ultimate price
in WW1, and a USB memory stick. Peter received a Heritage Award for this work
at the recent ceremony held at Mornington Peninsula Shire HQ, Mornington.
RYE HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS PLEASED TO WELCOME SIX NEW MEMBERS:
Kristine Botha, Peter Cowan, Robert Kerr, Mark Peasley, Leon Cain, and,
most recently, Catherine Cox. Catherine, please call to confirm contact details.
It is always good to get an infusion of “new blood” with fresh perspectives and
interests and we look forward to seeing you at future meetings and functions.

RABBITS, by John Bertacco
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Rabbits are not native to Australia, but rabbits were a known food source.
The First Fleet in 1788 contained five rabbits, which were essentially imported
for breeding and later for food. They were of the domestic type and generally
stayed close to the settlement.
It is interesting to note that the gestation period of a rabbit is 28-30 days.
Young does can start to breed at four months of age and may have as few as
two kittens, but mature does may have eight or more in each of the five to six
litters possible in a good season.
Given excellent seasonal conditions, a mature doe is capable of mating again
within hours of giving birth. It follows that a mature doe could have a possible
48 kittens in one year. At the same time the offspring also start producing. So at
the end of two months there could be as many as 30 rabbits.
An early settler, Thomas Austin, who arrived in the colony of Victoria in 1837,
wished to continue his practice of hunting, and so asked his nephew William
Austin in England to send him gray rabbits.
In October 1859, twenty-four wild rabbits arrived from England and were let
loose on his property at Barwon Park, near Winchelsea, Victoria.
His nephew could not source enough gray rabbits to meet the order, so he
topped it up by buying domestic rabbits. The hybrid rabbits that resulted from
the interbreeding of the two distinct types proved to be particularly hardy and
vigorous.
It is little wonder that a rabbit population explosion was in the making, considering their potential reproduction ability.
For the next few years, Austin and other landowners enjoyed their pastime of
rabbit hunting and released rabbits on other properties.
Another rabbit population explosion occurred on Rabbit Island off the east
coast of Wilson’s Promontory. The island was named by Captain John Lort
Stokes in 1842 because of the numerous rabbits, which were descendants of
those left there by Captain Wishart from the whaling ship Wallaby in 1836 in
order to provide a food supply for sailors and sealers.
Eventually a succession of droughts denuded the island, completely eradicating the rabbit population.
Peter Miller Cunningham (1789-1864)*, surgeon, R.N., who described the
Port Phillip settlement as it was about the year 1825, made the following observation:
"Rabbits." he says, "are bred about houses, but we have yet no wild
ones in enclosures”.

RABBITS (cont)
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We learn from the "Port Phillip Patriot" of June 26, 1846, that:
"numerous rabbits, which have from time immemorial escaped from
the hutches and clutches of the vendors in the market place, have
taken refuge under the police office," and "have increased rapidly,
and appear to thrive well in the locality which they have chosen”.

A colony of feral rabbits was reported in Tasmania in 1827 and wild European
rabbits were released in Victoria in 1859, and in South Australia shortly after.
By 1886 they were found throughout Victoria and New South Wales and by
1920 it is thought there were 10 billion rabbits in Australia.
It is not certain whether rabbits came to the Peninsula from the north or
from the Port Phillip Settlement or from the Sealing activities around Wilson’s
Promontory. It is unlikely that they came over water from the west side of the
bay. But they certainly turned up in the Peninsula.
The Boneo landscape was originally comprised of native trees but it was
gradually transformed as a result of harvesting for firewood and intense burning
during the 1890s.
The grassland and cropland that followed was an ideal place for propagation
of rabbits, the result of which was damage to the sandy dunes and market gardens, changing them to wasteland.
Poisoning, wire netting and introduced
pasture completed the landscape's final
transformation in the early 1900s. And, of
course, shooting regularly provided “underground mutton” for the table.
The rabbit infestation was so bad that one land owner was recorded as
erecting a rabbit proof fence. It later became the practice, when subdividing
land into allotments, for the boundaries to be fenced in the conventional way of
post and wire with the addition of netting. This was assisted by the local shire
councils who loaned money for the erection of the netting.
“The state government provided wire netting loans to shire councils so that farmers could protect their farms and the nation. Once a
farm was enclosed, the threat within was trapped and could be
eliminated.
Ten percent of the loan could be repaid each year by the shire but
if the farmers didn't pay their ten percent the shire would be short
of money for road maintenance.”

The rabbit explosion eventually enveloped large tracts of land in the south of
Australia.
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RABBITS (concl)

In 1896, Arthur Gregory Mason reported that rabbits were at least two hundred miles past the South Australian border and inside Western Australia. He
recommended that the government build a rabbit proof fence.
The construction of the first fence commenced in December 1901.
It stretched some 1834 km. from the south coast to the northwest coast,
along a line north of Burracoppon.
Then followed seven years of hard
work, but even before completion, the
rabbits were past the fence and work had
begun on Fences No.2 and 3.
By 1908 the three fences had been
completed, stretching some 3250 km.
These fences were not effective as the
rabbits were able to either jump the
fence or burrow underneath.
“The fence represents a unique, if inadequate, response to an
overwhelming environmental problem.”

Although the rabbit is the most devastating and destructive pest ever introduced, it proved useful to many people during the depression years and during
wartime. Trapping rabbits helped farmers and station hands by providing food
and extra income, and in some cases helped pay off farming debts.
Frozen rabbit carcasses were traded locally and exported, and pelts were used
in the fur trade and are still used in making the famous Akubra felt-hats.
References:



‘Two Years in NSW’, The Monitor Feb 25, 1908.
The Rabbit Industry in South-East Australia, 1870-1970, by Warwick Eather and
Drew Cottle.

RYE FORESHORE ACCESS TRACK NAMES
Recent Mornington Peninsula Shire and Community Alliance deliberations
resulted in names being assigned to the nine existing foreshore access tracks.
Local marine creature names were adopted to provide the theme.
Track names, in order are:
 heading East from Rye:- Pipi Track, Limpet Track and Stingray Track, and,
 heading West from Rye:- Abalone Track, Mussel Track, Scallop Track, Moon
Snail Track, Warrener Track and Spider Crab Track.
Appropriate signs are to be erected where each track enters Point Nepean Rd.

A Reminder of Times Past - Mr Samuel Sherlock
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The pen-picture of Mr Samuel Sherlock Snr. (below),
who died at Mornington in August, 1900, is an extract
from his obituary in the Mornington Standard, 6th Sept,
1900. His headstone in Mornington cemetery is shown
at right. One of his sons, Samuel (Jr), was then serving
as Veterinarian with the Bushmens Contingent in South
Africa during the Boer War. (Image: billion graves)
Mr Samuel Sherlock’s story is relevant to us today
through his personal connection to the Stennikens and
to the Rye - Tootgarook district in the early years.
Mr Sherlock, who at the time of his
death was 64 years of age, was born at
Launceston, Tasmania, in 1836, and
came to Victoria in 1840, being then
only 4 years old. His father had a small
run at Yarraville, but died four years
after he arrived.
His sister and her husband (the late
Mr Stenniken) then had charge and
they stayed at Yarraville for another 4
years, when they purchased the late
Mr Kenyon's property at Tootgoorook,
now called Rye, which was in those
days good grazing country and not
overgrown with ti-tree as it is now.
They moved their stock to this property in 1848, Mr Sherlock stopping with
them as stockkeeper for a number of
years.
He was afterwards, with Mr Burrell,
senr., of Arthur's Seat and Mr Barker,
senr., of Cape Schanck (both of these
gentlemen being dead some years)
stockriding, and he used to tell many
amusing stories of that life in the early
days. The stockman's work at Arthur's
seat in those days was to round up the
wild cattle, shoot the bulls and brand
the cows and calfs. It was while he was
at the latter station that he, along with
Mr Robert Anderson (the only two
there at the time) had to entertain the
two notorious bushrangers, Brady and
O'Connor, who had got away from Tasmania on a craft, and when off Cape
Schanck tied up all hands, took two of
the sailors and the boat, tried to sink

the vessel, made for the shore, and
landed safely through the surf with a
broken boat.
They then made the sailors walk in
front of them up the cliff, to Mr. Barker's station, got some food, made a
stock of bullets, gave Mr Sherlock a
powder flask and the boat, and departed without doing any mischief. These
two men were shortly afterwards captured and executed.
He was next with the late Mr A. B.
Balcombe, of "The Briars" (who had a
good portion of the now Shire of Mornington as his run, before there was
any township), stockkeeping, horsebreeding, etc.
From Mr Balcombe's place he married a young lady named Janet McLellan in April 1859, and settled down at
Green Island. Before the days of coaches, he used to carry the mail on horseback from Rye to Cheltenham and
from King's Creek (Hastings) to the
same place.
He was also a contractor for roads,
bridges, etc, and carried on farming in
a small way. He was married, lived and
died in the house he built for himself.
Although for the last 20 years he suffered greatly from asthma, he always
had a colt in hand, and, in fact, was
never happy unless amongst horses, of
which he was passionately fond. His
last job was breaking in a pony, which
he handled and rode himself, although
very ill at the time.
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Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – Part 4 of 5

Part 4 of this series will look at the names Bimble, Elgan, Maori and Weir.
The “Tootgarook Estate” promotional
map of ca. 1912 shows what we now
know as Bimble St as Bimble Avenue.
Mr W L Thompson bought the property ‘Myrtlebank’, ca 1912, and renamed it
‘Bimblehurst’, after the Moonah-Melaleuca Lanceolata, or Bimble, ti-tree widespread around Rye (refer to the annotation on the 1873 plan of Rye, p13). He
was the developer of the Tootgarook Estate (and also a Director of the Paddle
Steamer Company) so it is hardly surprising that one street was named Bimble.
The only newspaper reference to Bimble St found so far was in a Rye Town
Planning and Progress Association submission in 1945: “.. ; Brimble (*) Avenue
to be cleared and formed from Weir Street to Government Road; ..” [1]

Shown on the 1931 map as an unmade
track from the end of Maori St north to
Point Nepean Rd, Elgan Av was originally
known as Capel Street. This street was extended south alongside the R J Rowley
Recreation Reserve to its present T-junction at Melbourne Road, being formally
named Elgan Avenue in the 1960s. Re-naming it eliminated possible address
confusion with another Capel Avenue which then existed in Rosebud West.
The origin of the name Elgan is unclear, but given the group of golfing street
names 2km west, which includes Thomson and Hogan, a tantalising possibility is
that it is simply Nagle cunningly written backwards to avoid confusion with
Nagles View Drive, Fingal, which honours another golfing “legend”, Kel Nagle.
The name Maori Street recognises the
contribution of Maoris residing on the
Peninsula in the mid to late 1800s.
Hollinshed mentions that certain limestone quarry gangs included Maoris and
refers to the “Maori Farm”. He also included the following recollection: “Mr
Rowley remembered a community of Maoris who were also fishermen and who
lived in little thatched huts just below Whitecliffs, Rye.”
Across the Tasman, in the ‘Land of the Long White Cloud’, the Maori had been
resisting dispossession from their tribal lands by the British since the 1840s. By
around 1860, the ongoing Maori Wars had become particularly vicious and
bloody, so perhaps a few Maoris decided to try their luck in Australia (ref p11).
‘White Cliffs’ June 2001 noted: “Just east of White Cliffs a group of Maoris farmed.
The original farm extended through to the Melbourne Road area. According to rate
valuation sheets the property was known as Maori Farm, Pt Nepean Rd and Rye.”

Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – 4 of 5 (cont.)
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The Ballarat Star of 13th April 1866 carried the following interesting insight:
A correspondent informs the Argus
that a fishing lugger, manned by ten or a
dozen stout Maories, is making Dromana her rendezvous. The crew have the
assistance of a white man, who acts as
interpreter between the Maories and
our own people in any business that has
to be transacted.
The dark skins, since their arrival in
Port Phillip Bay, attended a church tea -

meeting in the neighbourhood of their
head quarters, and took much interest
in the proceedings, especially in the
cakes and fruit, which they seemed to
understand better than the speeches.
Our correspondent suggests that possibly the mission of the Maories is to procure arms and ammunition rather than
flatheads and flounders.

The Mornington Standard of 26th July 1902 carried the recollection below:
In response to the enquiries of “New
Zealander” in the last issue, Mr N Rudduck, of Dromana, has kindly supplied
the following re the Maories who at one
time were living here:
“There were nearly 20 Maories living
at Rosebud about 1865. They afterward
moved to what became known as the
Maori farm beyond Rye. Some of them
(Patrick and Timmo) got drowned by
the capsizing of a boat taking a passen-

-ger to Queenscliff and are buried in the
Rye cemetery.
One named Paul died in Geelong hospital. Peter Kanaka died in the Melbourne hospital, where I think Paul’s
three children (Napper, Minnie and
George) also died. Paul’s wife and another woman named Mary Ann were
taken from here by a deputation who
came over for them, as one of them was
of royal blood.”

Interestingly, an eye witness account of Maori men, women and children (est. 20
persons) living in the Black Rock area in the period ca 1870-1895 is also on record.
As with those at Rye, these people acquired boats and made a living by selling fish
and shellfish. Unfortunately, no ready explanation of their origins is recorded. [2]
The Maori St road reserve was not part of the original town plan (see map, Part 2),
but was later created, prior to the 1931 map, by excising a strip of land from Lot 7.
The subsequent extension of Maori St towards the west, offset across Elgan Avenue,
formalised the existing private access track to W L Thompson’s “Bimblehurst’, which
was until then commonly known as Thompsons Lane, for obvious reasons.
Weir Street honours Mrs Ellen Weir. As
Miss Ellen Sullivan, she bought Gracefield
Hotel at public auction in January 1901.
That auction was mandated by the administrator of the estate of her late mother,
Mrs Ellen Sullivan, d. 1890 at Tootgarook. (Ref: Leader, Melbourne, 19th Jan 1901).
Conducted by Pleasance, Graham & Styles, it realised £1050. (ca $150k today [4])
The Weir St road reserve was marked generically as Government Road on the Tootgarook Estate sales promo in 1912. Mrs Weir moved to live there in the mid 1920s
and the sales promotion for ‘Rye-Lands’ subdivision of 1938 shows it as Weir St.

12

Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – Part 4 of 5 (cont.)

Related hotel licencing matters found so far in newspaper articles are:
Licence renewals: J Sullivan, Gracefield Hotel, Rye (Morn. Std. 1895 & 1896);
Ellen Weir, Gracefield Hotel, Rye (Morn. Std. 1906 & 1914).
Name change: Ellen Sullivan to Ellen Weir, (Mornington Standard, Dec 1902).
Note: In 1902, Ellen Sullivan (known as Kate) married Duff Weir, b. County Kildare. [3]

Licence transfer: Gracefield, from Ellen Weir to N P Condron (The Age, Oct 1924).
Licence transfer: Gracefield, from N P Condron to Adelia Hunt (Argus, Mar 1926).
At right: “Gracefield” Hotel,
ca. 1925. Enlarged, the
window pane above the
Public Bar doorway reads:
N. CONDREN

Licencee
And ten telephone wires
can also be discerned
against the sky. RHS archive
The name “Gracefield” derived from Patrick Sullivan’s wife’s family name, Grace.
On the cover, the Gracefield Hotel is pictured during demolition. Afterwards, the
name “Gracefield” was abandoned by the new owner in favour of the “Rye Hotel”.
In May 1927, The Age noted that: “Plans for alterations to the Rye Hotel, Rye, to
cost £700, were also approved. These would be completed by the end of August”.

That £700 for alterations to the new building equals about $53,000 today. [4]
Sadly, Ellen Sullivan’s marriage to Duff Weir in 1902 was relatively brief.
Duff Weir died in 1906, aged 41 years, the same year he won a show award for
growing onions. He was recorded as
a Manager on the Electoral Roll.
Mrs Ellen Weir’s Death Notice in The
Argus, 24 August 1946, is at right.

Sources:
[1]
[2]
[3]
[4]

Standard, Frankston, 22/3/1945, (* = presumably a typo error)
Sandringham Historical Series, The First People of Black Rock.
Digger Disk - Edwardian Index 1902-13, Victoria. Reg No. 6364
Reserve Bank pre-decimal currency inflation tracker.

Researched and written by Noel Erbs

Pre-1931 Road Names, Postcode 3941 – Part 4 of 5 (concl) 13
Note the annotations below: ‘Undulating sandy country’ and ‘Bimble scrub’

Above: East side Lots 1, 2 & 3 lie within the adjoining Parish of Wannaeue and have
been subdivided from Mr J Purves’ Pre-emptive Right block. As drawn, Lot 1 extends
north right to the shoreline which suggests that a strip of land was subsequently resumed to allow for Point Nepean Road. 1873 Image courtesy State Library of Victoria
Below: This picture was one of eight images under the heading “Agriculture in the
Cup Country at Rye” in “The Weekly Times” of 24th September 1927. Its caption was
“The Main Street” and it shows vehicles in Point Nepean Road and part of the original
“Gracefield Hotel” still standing while the new Rye Hotel building nears completion.
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Snapshots of Rye from ‘trove’
The Argus, 18 May 1882

The Argus, 31 March 1922

A meeting of the inhabitants of Rye
and district was held at Sullivan’s
Gracefield Hotel, on the 13th inst, Mr
John Cain, JP, in the chair, for the purpose of taking measures to obtain an
extension of the present jetty.
Resolutions were passed appointing
a committee to communicate with the
members for the district, urging them
to bring the matter under the notice
of the Commissioner of Customs, and
to point out to him the vital importance of the matter to the people
of Rye. The meeting was quite unanimous in supporting the object for
which it was called.

SORRENTO, Thursday. A burglary
was committed at Gracefield Hotel,
Rye, early this morning. The lock on
the storeroom door was forced open,
and a quantity of ale, spirits, money,
and jewellery was stolen. Mrs. Weir,
the licensee, estimates her loss at
nearly £20.
[ca. $1500 today, Ed.]
Later in the day a man threatened
the wife of Mr. Whitehead, manager of
the Woyna Dairy, near Rosebud, but,
after examining the contents of the
house, left without taking anything. Mounted Constable Grenfell, of
Sorrento, was informed.

Raid on Storeroom.

Mornington and Dromana Standard, Saturday 9th October 1909
“….... Mrs Weir has a comfortable hotel at Rye, and has evidently faith in the future of that lovely spot, as she is incurring the expense of installing an acetylene
gas plant [*], and has arranged for the steamer “Meinderry” to drop in regularly
on its way to Sorrento. …...”
[*] Water dripped onto calcium carbide to generate acetylene gas for room lighting (Ed.)

PERSONAL PARS.
(Mornington Standard, early 1900’s)

A concert and social in aid of the building fund of the Rye Mechanics Institute
will be held next Friday evening.
(27th June 1903)
Mr H McMeikan, late schoolmaster at
Rye, who has been removed to the Colac
district, has been presented by the
members of the Nepean Rifle Club with
a very handsome travelling bag and a
pair of hair brushes, as a mark of their
esteem, and appreciation of the able
services of Mr McMeikan while acting as
secretary to the club.
(16th April 1904)

Above: This image of Mr H McMeikan has
been cropped from a rather blurry photo
of Rye Primary School.
(RHS archive)
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$

Membership
Donations
Trading Table Book & Book Sales
Supper contributions
Stalls
Donations for Room Restoration & Repairs
Rye Primary School
“Black Rock House” Trip
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle
Christmas Party
Gingerbread Fundraiser
Repayment of Newsletter cost (overpaid)
Balance from Closure of Term Deposit
Monster Book Sale

1,015.00
65.00
891.00
114.85
1483.60
15,000.00
550.00
560.00
1,558.75
700.00
325.00
32.50
8,972.42
1,129.35

INCOME

32,379.47

Payments:

$

Postage & Stationery
Newsletter costs
Flowers / Tributes / Speaker gifts
Rye Primary School Rent
“Black Rock House” Trip Costs
Christmas Party Costs
Purchase of hand towels
Repay unused portion of ANZAC grant to Rye RSL
Gingerbread Fundraiser costs
SEHA Subscription
CAV Annual Fee
Internet Access
Rye Primary School Lease
Insurance
PO Box Renewal
Room Restoration - Cost of Repairs

513.49
475.00
202.65
550.00
627.00
522.00
77.00
965.56
130.00
20.00
54.40
140.00
550.00
610.60
121.00
49,498.95

PAYMENTS

55,057.65

BALANCE

32,397.47
55,057.65
($22,660.18)

Income for Financial Year
Payments for Financial Year
Bank Balances (as per Bank Statements)
1st July 2015
30 June 2016
(Unpresented Cheque, $20.00)

Profit / Loss for FY 2015 - 2016

LOSS

26,076.69
3,436.51
(20.00)

($22,660.18)

** RHS Annual Honorary Audit, Printed 20/07/2016 **

THE BACK PAGE, October - December 2016
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Meetings, Guest Speakers and Events.
th

Sat 8 October:
Sat 15th October:

Street Stall; this one at the Clock Tower (north end Napier St)
Pizza & Trivia, from 6:30pm. At John Bertacco’s, 8 Paine St
Blairgowrie. Max 24, so book early @ $15 per head, BYO.
nd
Sat 22 October: Cemetery walk, History Week. Starts at St Andrews Church
at 4pm. History of Church, then late afternoon tours. Return
to the Church for wine & cheese. BYO walking shoes. $10.
Mon 24th October: Final General Meeting. Guest speaker: Mandy Robertson,
from Dolphin Research Institute, with four Ambassadors.
th
Fri 28 October:
Rye RSL Happy Hour. 5 - 6pm Meal afterwards optional.
th
Sat 12 November: Sausage Sizzle, Bunnings Rosebud. Requires more bodies
than a street stall but is a vital fundraiser for Rye H S.
th
Mon 28 November: Christmas Breakup. Details TBA.
Sat 10th December: Street Stall, probably at the Clock Tower again (TBA)
Sun 25th December: Museum CLOSED
Sun 1st January ‘17: Museum CLOSED
________________________________________________________________
INTERNET: Home Page: http://ryehistoricalsociety.weebly.com/index.html
Past issues of “White Cliffs” may now be viewed in colour on the Rye Historical
Society’s website. Simply Google ‘Rye Historical Society Australia’. Members
may like to send our newsletter on to friends or review past editions. Go to our
site and then click on ‘Newsletters’ then click on the ‘Download File’ icon.
FACEBOOK: A Facebook account, Rye Historical Society Mornington Peninsula,
was recently set up. Despite no fanfare, it is already proving a popular entry point
for persons interested in Rye, offering us a path to publicise our Society and for
our supporters to offer recollections and add photos to the historical record.

The Rye Historical Society, PO Box 65, Rye 3941
http://ryehistoricalsociety.weebly.com index.html
Museum: “The Old Schoolhouse”, Collingwood St, Rye
President: John Bertacco, 5988 8487
Secretary: Pauline Powell, 5985 2797
Treasurer: Danny Jennings, 5985 2231
Editorial Committee: Bernie Woiwod, John Bertacco, Noel Erbs
Reports on RHS activities (w/photos if possible) and contributed articles for
the next issue of “White Cliffs” always welcome. Copy d’line 30th December.

