Rye Historical Society

White Cliffs
July - September 2017
Meetings – 8pm, Fourth Monday of each month
Rye Primary School Library - Visitors welcome
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consisted of two lenses and a stand to hold the photo pair which
were mounted on a card called a stereocard. Refer article, page 7.
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President’s Report

Committee meetings have been well attended and a
number of activities and changes to meetings were discussed.
One of the main innovations was the decision to divide
the Committee into sub-groups with a convenor for each
to report their progress at Committee meetings. The
thinking is that will reduce meeting times and get committee members more involved in the running of the
society. The changes will commence at the next July
meeting.
During the past three months the following activities
have taken place:
On ANZAC day I had the pleasure of laying the wreath
and later attending the Rye RSL luncheon.
The Annual Rye Cemetery tour was held on Sunday 7th
May and was well attended. Thanks go to John Hazledine
for conducting the guided tour.
A Street Stall was held on Saturday 13th May and it succeeded in making $271.
The Life Members board has been completed and is
now mounted in the office of the old school house. —>
The Monster Book Sale was held in the Society rooms
on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th June and raised $895.
Credit goes to the team which set up the book display.
Three glass cabinets have been purchased. The first of
these has already been set up.
Restoration of Bennett gravestone is almost completed.
A brass plaque has been designed and should be available next month.
To make it clearer for visitors entering onto the school
grounds, the Society now has a new sign on the wall.
Kindly produced (and donated) by Kim of KB Signs, it
features the appropriate heritage colours. —>
The first of the trials for two daytime winter general
meetings was held at St Andrew’s Hall, Rye, on 24th June.
The guest speaker was June Loves who provided a most
interesting and informative talk on how to write a memoir. The meeting was a success with some thirty members and guests in attendance. Thanks go to St Andrews
for making the venue available.

President’s Report (concl) & Rye H S Happenings
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The second daytime meeting will also be held at St Andrews Hall, at 2:00pm on
Monday 24th July. All are welcome and members are encouraged to bring friends.
The Newsletter is now available as both paper copy and in electronic format on
our website. Attention is also drawn to our presence on Facebook. The latter has
been very successful with many contacts being recorded. Credit goes to Linda
Berndt, Kris Botha and Noel Erbs for their contributions.
Finally, members of the Rye Historical Society were invited to attend the Dromana
and District Historical Society rooms for their meeting and morning tea on Tuesday
20th June. The guest speaker, Leigh Vinnell, spoke of his experiences in the construction of the Sewerage outfall tunnel which empties near Gunnamatta. He was most
entertaining and could be a good speaker at one of our meetings.

John Bertacco

RYE HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS PLEASED TO WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Ian McBeath and Carmel Davis, of Rye.
RYE MEMBERS VISIT DROMANA & DISTRICT H S, 21st April
Pity a few more Rye members did not take this opportunity, but those who
attended were treated “royally” by the host Society with a detailed guided tour
of the collection. Wide ranging discussions about Dromana, Arthur’s Seat, Main
Ridge & Red Hill history also proved valuable - followed by refreshments. (NE)
GENERAL MEETING, 24th April
Despite the spectacular “donner und blitzen” and torrential rain on the night,
there was a good turn up to hear the Guest Speaker, Dr Tony Heyes, present his
topic “What is science? - Our changing view of reality”.
Dr Heyes’ engaging style had the audience engrossed as he ranged from the
views of the ancient Greek thinkers, through many centuries of dogma (tested
from time to time by brave rebels such as Galileo), to the more recent period of
gradual refinement of scientific knowledge and reasoning since the 1700’s.
The fundamentals of induction, deduction and the hypothesis got a good
workout in addition to the proveability of a theory, all illustrated by numerous
examples and the relevant work done by a wide range of notable individuals.
A contemporary of Stephen Hawking, Dr Heyes had moved out of academia
later in his career, in particular working on cutting-edge applications of science
and technology for the vision impaired and the Guide Dogs organisation.
If the thoughtful questions at the end of his talk were any guide, President
John was entirely justified with his final vote of thanks and presentation. (NE)
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Rye H S Happenings

CEMETERY WALK: 7th May.
This event drew quite a good crowd, with about 25 attending on an overcast,
cool and fairly windy afternoon. John Hazledine drew on his local knowledge
while acting as tour guide, working from tour guide thumbnails, and some of the
attendees took the opportunity to return to “The Old Schoolhouse” afterwards.
Overall judged to be a successful event, definitely worth repeating at least
annually. However, we need to address the need for a number of our members
to be “up to speed” as potential tour guides in future so cemetery tour
attendees can be formed into groups limited to a maximum of, say, 10 - 12.
STREET STALL: 13th May.
Our regular crew of “roadies” had this street stall all set up in good time on
the now usual spot between the Post Office and the Imola Red Café.
Business got off to a very slow start, possibly due to the chilly weather, but
picked up after 11am, yielding
good sales of cakes, jams, books
(WW1 & other) and plants, adding
a useful $271 to our funds.
Particularly pleasing was the
number of passers-by stopping for
a chat and asking about what the
Society does. This regular exposure to the public is one vital facet
underpinning our ongoing success
and cannot be valued in $$ terms.
(pic: S. Tyzack)
GENERAL MEETING: 24th May.
Secretary Pauline introduced the evening’s Guest Speaker, Mr Rod Binns,
whose topic was: “Sheep for Meat Project, Fiji”.
Originally from a wheat/sheep property in Western Victoria, back in 1983 Rod
was offered a job managing a new “Sheep for Meat” development project in Fiji.
Clearly a man with some “get up and go”, he accepted and at quite short notice,
Rod, his wife Dianne, and their two young children were on their way.
This breeding project was set up on a small island situated between the two
main islands of Fiji, simply because there was already an large group of vacant
buildings on that island, legacy of a leper treatment station from 1911 to 1969.
If Rod was daunted by the task he faced, it didn’t seem to worry him! He had
to establish work teams of local men to repair the decaying buildings, fix the
generator and water supply system, commence clearing scrub and trees from

Rye H S Happenings
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the designated farm area and erect sheep-proof
fences and yards. Tropical grass species were soon
established, followed by compatible legume species,
all the while culling feral cattle and goats.
A documentary movie, made during Rod’s time in
Fiji (narrated by a Fiji radio announcer) provided the
audience with an overview of all these works.
While potentially suitable (as a wool-shedding
sheep), the South African Dorper was ruled out by
quarantine concerns. The genetics adopted was
based on the hair coat Barbados Blackbelly Sheep,
cross bred with a carefully selected British breed.
This project continued to develop after Rod left Fiji.
By the 1990s, the flock had met quarantine criteria and it was entirely transferred to the two main islands, along with most of the then experienced Fijian
project workers. The total sheep flock in Fiji now numbers about 10,000 head.
Pictured above are Rod and President John after the talk, when most of those
present were busy looking at various Fijian artefacts (including a KAVA bowl),
photo albums and brochures Rod had brought along and put on display. (NE)

MONSTER BOOK SALE: 10th & 11th JUNE.
Our books were well laid out in clearly marked sections thanks mainly to hard
work by Wayne B and Noel T. In spite of the miserable weather on Saturday
morning early, by about 9:30am a steady stream of buyers was moving through,
numbers no doubt due mainly to the vital pre-publicity overseen by Bernie W.
While the books on offer probably exceeded lasts year’s stock, this year the
sale was held over only two days (not 3) yet netted almost $900, a creditable
result. Thanks to all those members who worked their rostered shifts and
helped tidy up after. So, now we can all draw breath and gird our loins ready for
the big one this year, the sausage sizzle at Bunnings on Saturday 21st October.
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GENERAL MEETING: 26th JUNE, 2pm at St ANDREWS HALL, RYE.
In excess of 30 members and visitors were present for
Guest Speaker, June Loves, who gave an informative
and wide ranging talk on “Writing Your Memoir”. She is
an accomplished author with practical experience in
both newspaper and magazine production and has
worked as a teacher, a librarian and as an historian.
The fundamental differences between a biography, an
autobiography and a memoir were explained. Then the
essential decisions of:- establishing a working title for
the memoir, choosing the best time period to be covered, and putting the effort
into writing an inviting beginning and a satisfying ending were stressed (all the
while keeping the project “under wraps” for its final launch as a fait accompli ).
Along with the working title, it is also vital to draft an “author’s bio”, a synopsis
of the work plus “back cover” copy, and an Index is also recommended.
The audience learned the importance of URST (*) to keep readers turning the
pages, as well as the amusing origin of the now commonplace term “blurb”.
Legal issues around defamation and breach of the copyright of other parties
led onto the matter of copyrighting and registering a literary work with an ISBN
as well as the issues of a publisher, deciding on a print run size and cover price.
Overall, a most interesting talk, with the busy question session being wound up
at 3:30pm for tea, coffee and cake. June is pictured above with President John.
[ (*) URST = Un-Resolved Sexual Tension, just in case you needed to know ].

Subscription Renewals 2017/18
Membership Renewals for the 2017/18 year are due as from 1st July 2017.
Subscriptions: Family $30, Single $20. Please remit your renewal either:
 personally to the Treasurer, Danny Jennings, or,
 by cheque in the mail to The Secretary, PO Box 65 Rye 3941, or,
 by Direct Debit to BSB 633-000 A/N 1151 83857, Ref: your name.
Nominations for Office Bearer Positions 2017/18
Reminder: All positions become vacant at the AGM.
Nomination forms available from Secretary, at meetings, and at the Museum.
Please return completed forms to Secretary Pauline Powell by 21st August.
Annual General Meeting and Bring a Treasure
The AGM will be held on Monday 28th August. After that meeting, instead of
having a guest speaker we will have our annual Bring a Treasure evening.
Bring along one of your special treasures and tell us the story of how it
came into your possession and what it means to you.

The Stereoscope
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The stereoscope dates back to the 1850s. It was a device whereby two photos
of a scene, taken from two slightly different camera positions, could be viewed
to produce a three-dimensional view of the scene.
At right: An early wooden case dual-lens plate
camera for producing stereo image pairs.
One of the first stereo instruments was invented
by Oliver Wendell Holmes in 1861. The hand held
stereoscope device, pictured on the front cover,
was originally meant for home entertainment.
Packets of stereocards of famous scenes could
be purchased and offered as treasured presents.
The stereoscope principle was later used by field geologists and surveyors to
obtain a virtual three-dimensional image of the terrain from overlapping aerial
photos. This amounted to a virtual field trip.
With lots of practice it is possible for a person to view overlapping photo images to
produce a virtual three-dimensional image
without the use of a stereoscope.
In mapping, large versions of the instrument
were routinely used to produce topographic
maps (or “contour maps”). The photos used
in this case being taken from an aircraft
where successive images of the same scene
were taken from different vantage points.
Above: An example of a stereo plotter used in photogrammetry.
Aerial photo pairs are placed in the holders either side of the main column
which allow adjustment for tilt, relative size, overlap and rotation.
The observer then views a three-dimensional image via binoculars and can trace
detail from the virtual model with the resulting map plotted on the side table.
In more modern times overlapping satellite images have also been used to
produce stereoscopic images.
In recent years, mapping is commonly carried out with the aid of computer
assistance and digital images are used instead of photos.
Researched and written by John Bertacco.
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Water Supply & Sanitation on the Peninsula (Part 1)

Introduction
It is now 215 years since Captain Collins, faced with no reliable surface water,
had six perforated barrels sunk in the sand at the high edge of the Sullivans Bay
beach, which collected sufficient groundwater to provide cooking and drinking
water for the more than 360 persons of that ill-fated settlement. Exploration
during the following decades confirmed seasonal water in Tootgarook Swamp,
fed by Drum Drum Alloc Creek. Further east were Main Creek and Mantons
Creek (the only one noted as a “permanent” creek by early pastoralists) but
both were too far away from the Portsea - Rosebud district to be of any use.
Early Settlers and Water Supplies
The roofs on huts/houses erected by the very early settlers were generally
unsuitable for collecting roof runoff so, almost certainly, they simply dug wells.
Plans of the encampment at Police Point and the quarantine station are now
viewable on-line. A number of wells and above-ground tank sites are shown the tanks being fed from roof runoff from the better constructed buildings. [1]
The last issue of “White Cliffs” mentioned the more than 20 windmills erected
on bores in the Rye - Boneo district after about 1880. Below is a portion of the
1931 map ’SORRENTO’ showing 13 windmills from Portsea to Sorrento; 7 of
which were grouped in an area about 600m x 300m near Pt Arthur. (Ack SLV)

Water Supply & Sanitation on the Peninsula (Part 1)
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Photos showing guttering, water tanks and/or wells at houses near Rye are
rare, so we will include a representative example from near Sorrento, as below.
Right:
The Trueman house at
Tootgarook, in the early
1900s. Its main roof
guttering was feeding
into the tank, although
the gutter along the
verandah appears to be
just watering the plants.
(RHS archive)

Below:
A house near Sorrento
pictured in the late
1890s. Guttering and downpipes for the corrugated iron tank can clearly be seen.
The white bricked dome on their well is also visible at left. While no hand operated
well pump can be discerned in this photo, it was not uncommon by the early 1900s to
install such a pump on a domestic well, as illustrated by the example photo, below right.

The State Rivers and Water Supply Commission (SR&WSC)
This organisation was created in 1906 during the Premiership of Sir Thomas
Bent and followed the creation of the Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works
(MMBW) in 1891 by an earlier State Government led by Mr James Munro.
The SR&WSC was given responsibility across the state (outside the already
established MMBW area) for investigation, design, construction and management of irrigation districts, rural stock & domestic water supply and reticulated
town water supplies and sewerage. Capital works were identified and prioritised
based on perceived need, to be funded directly from Treasury, which relied on
later cost recovery via rates and charges to be levied on users.
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While some might have thought
this responsibility created a near
impossible task, others seem to
have expected miracles. But at
least it brought some order into the
then existing mish-mash of private
and local government schemes.
In 1913, this model was adapted
by the State Government under
Premier William Watt to form the
Country Roads Board (CRB), which
assumed responsibility for formally
designated main roads outside the
established MMBW zone.
The news item reproduced at
right illustrates just one of many
projects being dealt with by the
SR&WSC in the post-WW1 era.
The 1926 news item at lower
right reported that a sizeable sum
had been earmarked for a future
water supply on the Mornington
Peninsula. [*]
Refer to the SR&WSC Mornington
Peninsula works map, 1938, p 13.
In an effort to encourage some
real progress, a deputation from
the Mornington Peninsula met with
the SR&WSC Commissioners on
Tuesday 7th February 1928.
Extracts from the long report of
that meeting, which was published
in The Age, 8th February 1928, are
reproduced on the next page.
[*] £100,000 in 1926 equals $7.66m
in 2016 (RBA inflation tracker)

Below: The final paragraph of a very long
report on SR&WSC progress which appeared
in “The Australasian” of 2nd January, 1920:
….. The naval base water scheme, having
been now so far advanced that water is being
supplied to the naval base at Flinders, the
Water Commission is proceeding with that
portion of the system which provides for the
supply of the various seaside and inland
towns on the Mornington Peninsula. Reticulation work has been begun in Frankston,
and the Commission hopes that early this
year many of the principal seaside towns will
be connected. As the Dandenong Trust has
come into the scheme, Dandenong would
also be included. Through the inclusion of
Dandenong the Commission proposes to
make a cross connection from Berwick to
Cheltenham, and there connect up with the
foreshore main running from Frankston. By
this means the whole flow of the system will
be reinforced and will be kept in good circulation. The Bunyip River, from which the water will be drawn, has not been seriously
affected by the dry weather. The Commission
is also, at the request of the Commonwealth
authorities, preparing a scheme for an extension of the system so as to provide for Point
Nepean, picking up en route the towns of
Dromana, Rye, Rosebud, Sorrento and
Portsea. The scheme has yet to be considered
by the Federal engineers, but Mr Cattanach
believes that there is little doubt that it will
be proceeded with as the present supply to
both the quarantine station at Portsea and
Point Nepean is costly and inefficient.
Frankston Somerville Standard, 24-9-1926

PENINSULA WATER SUPPLY

The announcement that it is proposed to
make £100,000 available for extensions of
water supply services, by the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission, to bayside towns
on the Peninsula, will be hailed with extreme
satisfaction by residents of Dromana, Rosebud, Rye, Sorrento, Tyabb and Hastings.
The great need of the Peninsula is water
and electric light. With these great essentials
progress and development will soon follow.

Water Supply & Sanitation on the Peninsula (Part 1)
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WATER SUPPLY
BAY RESORTS IN URGENT NEED
COMMISSIONERS FAVOURABLE REPLY
….. Mr Downard, MLA, who introduced the deputation, said that the extension of the water supply from Bittern to Crib Point, and from Mount
Martha to Crib Point, was desired. An adequate supply of fresh water was
urgently wanted at Dromana, Rosebud, Rye, Sorrento, Flinders, Red Hill,
Shoreham, Crib Point and Balnarring. Although it might involve a fairly
heavy rate, the residents had come to the conclusion that a proper water
supply was absolutely necessary.
Cr C Jack, president of the Flinders Shire, said that a great portion of the
peninsula had been provided with an electric light service, and it had
proved a great boon. But an adequate water supply was even more necessary. Boarding house keepers were unable to carry out the boarding house
regulations because of the shortage of water.
Cr D Macfarlane said that an enormous number of people were turning
their attention to the eastern side of Port Phillip Bay. In the near future,
development would be phenomenal. The objectionable pan system could
not be abolished until there was an adequate water supply, and from the
fire prevention point of view, a good supply was also vital.
Cr A Shaw said Dromana was in a pitiable plight as it had to depend solely
on rain water.
Mr W Stringer (Sorrento) said that not 10 per cent of letting houses at
Sorrento had bathrooms.
Mr A W Farrell, shire secretary, Flinders, said that houses on the eastern
Bay front were increasing at the rate of 100 each year. …..

In reply, the Chairman of the SR&WSC, Mr Cattanach, expressed his surprise
that this formal approach from the Peninsula had been so long in coming.
However, he cautioned the deputation that a number of similar approaches
from other districts had lapsed in recent years, some from a loss of interest
after a wet winter and in other cases from dissatisfaction once a water rate,
based on a preliminary design costing, was made public and disputed, but:
.. As far as Dromana, Rye, Rosebud, Sorrento and Portsea were concerned,
if the residents were favourable after getting the estimates of the rating, the
commission would recommend the Government to provide the money to
allow the work to proceed. …. The Commission must be able to look forward
to a return within a reasonable time. The Commission however, would look
very favourably into the whole matter.

With apparently very little action over the following 18 months, on
Wednesday 18th September 1929, the Mornington Peninsula Development
League held a meeting at the Dromana Mechanics’ Institute. The principal
motion passed at that meeting is reproduced on the next page.
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The Age, Thursday 19th September 1929.
That this league desires to bring under notice of the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission the fact that such important districts as Dromana, Rosebud, Rye, Sorrento and Portsea owe
their existence to the fact that they are health resorts, and are the natural playgrounds for thousands of Victorian citizens during the summer season; consequently, to maintain their popularity
as health resorts a water supply is essential, and the league asks the commission if the £68,000
recently allocated by Parliament for a water supply to the Mornington Peninsula is for this particular service, and an idea of the approximate date of commencement of this work is requested.

After October 1929, the Great Depression stifled progress. It was not until six
years later that The Argus (4th Sept 1935) reported on a State Public Works
Committee hearing at which the SR&WSC presented a costed plan, seeking
funding for a water supply to Dromana, Rosebud, Rye, Sorrento and Portsea.
An extensive technical description of the proposal was presented, with an
estimated cost of £180,000 [*]. The added benefit of the project for unemployment relief, involving as many as an estimated 720 workmen, was emphasised.
On 9th January, 1936, The Age carried an overview article which reiterated the
growing water supply problems on the Peninsula and lamented the apparent
lack of action after so many years of discussions and provisional proposals.
On 17th January 1936, The Age carried a more positive report. The Ministry
had announced approval for the project, but the £180,000 was cut to £160,000,
of which £70,000 was to come from the unemployment relief fund, and only
£55,000 of the balance of £90,000 would be available (as a grant). The Minister
boasted that 1400 men would be employed to complete the job in two years.
The SR&WSC promptly revised the water rate up from 2s 9d in the pound
(13.75%) to 3s 3d (16.25%) and advised that the project had to be put “on hold”
until agreement re this increased water rate was reached with all municipalities.
In March 1936, Mr R H Horsfield, SR&WSC
PENINSULA WATER
Chairman, dismissed a vocal push by rateRatepayers Oppose Plan
payers to “go it alone” by accessing ground RYE, Monday: Evidence of overwater, noting: “The water was highly min- whelming opposition to the Morneralised and not fit for commercial use”.

During April and May 1936, letters flooded
in to newspapers; most objecting to the
plan, based on cost. The news item at right
appeared in The Argus of 23rd June 1936.
Regardless, despite all that early angst, a
compromise must have been reached as
planning was progressing during 1938.
[*]: £180000 in 1935 = $16.77m in 2016, RBA.

ington Peninsula water supply proposal in its present form which will
cost £160,000 was shown at a meeting of the West Riding and District
Ratepayers Association. Councillor
W G Hiscock addressed the meeting
in support of the plan and there
were some fiery passages. A postal
plebiscite is being conducted by the
Association and a progress count
today showed that two supported
the plan while 186 opposed it.

Water Supply and Sanitation on the Peninsula (Part 1)
On 28th December 1938, both
The Age and The Argus quoted
from an SR&WSC press release.
At right is an extract from the
report in The Age.
As war clouds gathered in 1939,
£40,000 of Defence Department
funds were released to upgrade
the water supply to the Crib Point
naval base as a priority.
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…… Referring yesterday to the extension of water supply facilities to Dromana, Rosebud, Rye,
Sorrento and Portsea, Mr East [Chairman
SR&WSC] said that the main storage for the extension, which is situated in the vicinity of Bittern, and has a capacity of 130 million gallons,
has been completed. This storage will be filled
from the Bunyip scheme by a pipe line 16 miles
long, leading from Cranbourne to Bittern. This
pipe line has been laid and put into use, and the
back-filling of the trench is in progress. Water
will be conveyed through a reinforced concrete
pipe line, varying in diameter from 21 inches to
27 inches, to a second storage in the foothills in
the vicinity of Dromana.

Below: 1938 SR&WSC water supply system plan [2]

A serious problem had arisen by 1938/39, namely that the 20 y.o. pipeline
from the Bunyip River to Dandenong, Carrum, Frankston and Mornington was
already overtaxed. This had forced water restrictions around Christmas 1938
and created the prospect of no reliable “spare” water being available for
Dromana, Rye and Sorrento. Duplication of that original main pipeline became
the highest priority to ensure ample capacity for Crib Point before commencing
work on the proposed new pipeline from Dromana to Sorrento and Portsea.
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Eventually, some optimistic news finally
appeared in The Age, (16th October 1940)
as reproduced at right.
That optimism was justified at long last.
On January 2nd, 1941, The Age reported
that: “Holiday visitors to Dromana this
Christmas have enjoyed the boon of ample
supplies of reticulated water ... The extension of the reticulation to the other popular bayside resorts of Rosebud, Rye, Sorrento and Portsea was being expedited”.

DROMANA WATER SUPPLY
Ready for Holidays
Work is being pushed on with the
work of extending the Mornington
Peninsula water scheme to the Bayside towns of Dromana, Rosebud, Rye,
Portsea and Sorrento. …. The Water
Supply Commission hopes to have the
main pipe line from Bittern Reservoir
to Dromana completed by Christmas
when people in the vicinity will be
able to draw on the water.

Presumably that all happened and everyone was happy. No further mentions
of water supply during WW2 have been found so far. The next news report was
a request in November 1946 to install a new water main to supply Safety Beach.
A number of SR&WSC Annual Reports are now accessible on-line and provide
interesting snapshots of developments in the post-WW2 era. [3]
Quoting from Report #48, 1952:
“The Mornington Peninsula urban water system now supplies 27 towns, including
Longwarry, Bunyip, Garfield, Pakenham, Berwick, Dandenong, Springvale, Cranbourne and Somerville; all the Port Phillip bayside towns from Aspendale to Point
Nepean; and on Westernport Bay, in addition to the Naval Base, the towns of Crib
Point, Bittern and Hastings.
Exceptional development in the Peninsula towns still continues; applications for
new services during the twelve months being 1519, bringing the total services to
the system to 23,600, an increase of just on 100% during the past seven years”.
Was it really only 15 years since all that opposition to a public water supply?
This 1952 report also flagged the pressing need for funding to resume the
stalled diversion works commenced in 1950 to capture water from the Tarago
River to avoid more serious water restrictions over summer in future years.
Annual Report #49 noted that new services connected during the 12 months
had risen from the previous years’ 1519 to 2000. The very dry season had forced
imposition of stringent water restrictions through to 17th April 1954.
Report #50 introduced a new dimension. In April 1955, the Parliamentary Public Works Committee made a recommendation which would make life a bit easier for the SR&WSC, namely that the Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works
(MMBW) should assume responsibility for water supply to the SpringvaleDandenong & Chelsea-Frankston urban areas as soon as practicable.

Water Supply and Sanitation on the Peninsula (Part 1)
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It also noted that construction work on the Tarago River diversion had been
resumed and that work was expected to be completed by the end of 1956.
Annual Report #50 is particularly useful for the historian because it presents a
comprehensive listing of significant events in the Mornington Peninsula System
from 1916 to 1954 more or less in “time-line” format.
Report #54 noted: “The rate of development in the towns supplied by the Commission eased slightly, 2415 new services being added during 1958-59 compared
with 2874 the previous year”.
It also noted that in February 1959, the residual portion of the DandenongSpringvale Urban District had finally become the responsibility of the MMBW .
Report #55 boasted completion of two 3,000,000 gallon steel storage tanks at
Sorrento and that duplication of the main from Dromana to Portsea had been
completed as far as Tootgarook. New services during 1959-60 totalled 2299.
However, the SR&WSC remained responsible for Chelsea-Frankston and water
restrictions had been imposed in that area from December 1959 to April 1960.
The SR&WSC continued to operate and expand the water supply system until
it was re-constituted as the Rural Water Commission in June 1984. That organisation was later broken up into irrigation districts and water supply districts.
South-East Water now manages water supply and sewerage on the Peninsula.
Conclusion to Part 1.
Well, all the above “stuff” about the SR&WSC works post-WW2 is probably
more than enough for some readers so that is as far as this article will go!
However, the annual reports are easily accessed on line (see below) for those
who would like to have a read, and being PDF’s, they are easily searched by keyword to zero-in on the few relevant pages (out of more than 100 usually).
Part 2 of this article will look at the very delicate matter of pan services, septic
tanks and sewers, but that is 3 months away, so don’t hold your breath.
References:
1
2
3

Police Point Shire Park Recreation and Conservation Area, Volume 1,
August 2012, prepared for Mornington Peninsula Shire Council.
Institution of Engineers Australia Journal, October 1938 (PDF on-line).
SR&WSC Annual Reports (PDF’s on-line)

Researched and written by Noel Erbs, who was a junior SR&WSC engineer in 1965/66

THE BACK PAGE July - September 2017
Coming Meetings, Guest Speakers and Events.
17th July:
24th July:

Committee meets @ 7:00, (one week early, Rye P S as usual).
General Meeting 2pm (winter, daytime; St Andrews Church Hall)
Guest Speaker:
TBA

28th July:

Rye RSL Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm. Meal afterwards optional.

25th August:

Rye RSL Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm. Meal afterwards optional.

28th August:

Annual General Meeting: “Bring A Treasure” Night.

9th September: Street Stall, 10am - 1pm, near PO. (Cakes etc welcome, no cream)
25th September: Committee meets @ 6:30. General Meeting @ 8pm;
Guest Speaker:
TBA
29th September: Rye RSL Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm. Meal afterwards optional.
Advance Notice: “Sausage Sizzle” at Bunnings, Boneo Rd, set for Sat 21st October.
________________________________________________________________
HOME PAGE: http://ryehistoricalsociety.weebly.com/index.html
Easiest to Google ‘Rye Historical Society’. Some recent issues of our “White
Cliffs” newsletter can be viewed in colour on the Society’s website. Members
may like to read past editions or send our newsletter on to friends. Once on our
website, simply click on NEWSLETTERS then scroll and click on the chosen icon.
Some other options: PUBLICATIONS; STREET NAMES; NEWSLETTER CONTENTS.
FACEBOOK: Rye Historical Society Mornington Peninsula (now on Facebook)
continues to be a valuable entry point for supporters to offer recollections and
photos to add to the historical record as well as a path to publicise our Society.

The Rye Historical Society, PO Box 65, Rye 3941
http://ryehistoricalsociety.weebly.com index.html

Museum:
“The Old Schoolhouse”, Collingwood St, Rye
President: John Bertacco,
Vice-President: Lynne Woollard,
Secretary: Pauline Powell, Hon. Treasurer: Danny Jennings.
Editorial Committee: Bernie Woiwod, John Bertacco, Noel Erbs
Reports on RHS activities (w/photos if possible) and contributed articles for
the next issue of “White Cliffs always welcome. Copy deadline 30th Sept.

