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Rye H S President’s Report

This half of my first year of office seems to have passed quickly.
Activities over the holiday period were quiet but since
then the following events have been accomplished.
The first of these was the Street Stall held on Saturday
11th March which yielded a profit of $284.00. The use of
the Laneway east of the Rye Post Office would appear to
be the most preferable site for this activity.
The March general meeting saw the presentation of Life
Membership awards to Prue Found and Danny Jennings
and the production of a Life Members board. These two
recipients are to be congratulated for their services over
the years. We are indeed privileged to have such willing
and dedicated members.
 The February meeting was entertained by guest speaker and committee
member, Noel Erbs, who spoke on the topic “Another one bites the dust the former Power House at Sorrento”.
 The Australia Day Luncheon was held at Rye Hotel in conjunction with the
Nepean Historical Society.
 The March meeting guest speaker was former Wing Commander Max Loves.
Max gave an interesting and sometimes thrilling account of his test pilot experiences in numerous war time aeroplanes, entitled “The Perils of Flight”.
Looking forward, members are reminded that:
th

 The Annual Rye Cemetery tour will be on Sunday 7 May at 2:00pm,
th

 The next Street Stall on will be held on Saturday 13 May,
 A Monster Book Sale will be held at the Society rooms (long week end) on
Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th of June [further donations of books welcome], and,
 As a trial, two daytime winter general meetings will be held, at 2:00pm in St

Andrew’s Hall, Rye; on Monday 26th June [see Back Page] & Monday 24th July.

Finally, members of the Rye Historical Society have been invited to attend the
Dromana and District Historical Society rooms for morning tea at the Old Shire
Offices, 359a Point Nepean Road, Dromana at 10:00am on Friday 21st April.
John Bertacco

COVER IMAGE
The cover picture was one of eight illustrating a feature article on Rye and
the nearby “Cups” area in “The Weekly Times” of 24th September, 1927.
Its caption read as: “ 8. One of many similar Windmills in the District ”.

Rye H S Happenings
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AUSTRALIA DAY - COMBINED NEPEAN & RYE LUNCHEON - JANUARY 26th
The number of “early birds” already sipping and chatting in the Blue Water
Room at Rye hotel by 11:30am was boosted by a steady flow of arrivals prior to
the opening remarks by Nepean H S President, Joy Kitch, shortly after midday.
After the enjoyable meal, Joy returned to the microphone to introduce the
Guest Speaker, Kristin Stegley OAM, Chair of the National Trust.
Kristin commenced by remarking on the vision, energy and drive of Dorothy
Houghton MBE, who had invited her to speak on Australia Day, but had, sadly,
passed away only weeks previously. [Ref. TRIBUTE, page 6, Ed.]
She then moved on to remind the audience of the social importance of the
National Trust in identifying heritage issues and the practical approaches the
Trust can, and does, take to achieve outcomes. The reality is that The National
Trust relies on the persistent efforts of a relatively small number of committed
individuals to oversee the ongoing maintenance of existing Trust properties and
to decide which new challenges are judged to be worth fighting for.
Kristin also drew attention to the anomalous financial situation faced by the
National Trust in advancing its heritage guardianship role. Namely that it is
largely dependent on donations, bequests and fees; occasional government
grants covering only a small proportion of its recurrent annual expenditures.
Perhaps it came as no surprise to members of the audience to learn that it
was not unusual for municipalities to seek and accept National Trust advice and
proudly adopt heritage overlays, but from time to time fail to enforce them in
later years, resulting in unexpected, and often irreversible, losses of heritage.
After Rye President John moved the vote of thanks (pic p2) and made a
presentation to Kristin, he introduced Mr Peter Houghton. (pic below right)
Peter added his personal
vote of thanks to the
Guest Speaker and made
a further presentation.
Attendees then gradually
departed, with a few still
chatting at 3pm.
(NE)
Pictured at left, L - R:
John Bertacco, Kristin Stegley OAM, and
Joy Kitch, after the formal proceedings.
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Rye H S Happenings

GENERAL MEETING - MONDAY 27th FEBRUARY
President John commenced proceedings by announcing that both Prue Found and
Danny Jennings had been awarded Life Membership. (see: LIFE MEMBERS, below).
John then introduced the evening’s Guest Speaker, member Noel Erbs, and his
topic: “Another One Bites The Dust - The former Power House at Sorrento”.
The options available from the mid-1800s for street lighting - oil lamps, town gas
& acetylene lamps and electric lights were outlined. Despite procrastination preWW1, and equipment procurement problems during the war, the Shire of Flinders
applied for approval for a stand-alone electricity generating station in 1917. Once
finally approved, this project was rushed to completion just before Christmas Day
1918, being housed in a purpose built building at 19 George Street, Sorrento.
It was operated by the council until late 1927, when the SEC extended a power
line to Portsea and took over the assets. The power house building was later sold
and converted to a residence, listed in the Flinders Heritage Study, 1992. However,
in recent years it lay vacant and deteriorating. Site clearance after its demolition
was completed in mid-September 2016 - about two years short of its centenary.
TWO NEW LIFE MEMBERS
Two worthy recipients of Life Membership of the
Society were presented with their awards at the
February meeting. Both Prue Found and Danny
Jennings (pic, right LB) were foundation members
in 2000 and on the first committee. On more than
one occasion, each has hosted Christmas gatherings in their homes (with spouses Mark / Wendy).
Prue was President for six years from 2009-15
which meant she had lots of organising for Rye’s
150th celebrations in 2011 and all the associated
functions. In that time she was also going through
a lease document for the Society to have definite
occupancy of the Old Schoolhouse for an extended period. Over three very busy years she has organised the restoration of the Old Schoolhouse architects, engineers, permits, builders, plumbers and painters.
Danny was both Secretary and Treasurer for many years and in the last three has
continued as Treasurer. He says he doesn’t do much, but when heavy work is involved - such as putting up and taking down scaffolding, or digging out surplus dirt he has done this through his business at no charge. And when we have an outside
function and drinks are required Danny is the one who orders, collects and carries
the containers in, then the empties away and returns any unused bottles. Their
names have been added to the brand new Life Members’ Board at the museum. (PP)

Rye H S Happenings
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STREET STALL - SATURDAY 11th MARCH
Rye Historical Society members on the early
shift had this stall all set up in the entry area
between Imola Red Café and the Post Office
(in Point Nepean Road) by 10am.
Pictured at right: Norma C, Ann E and RHS
secretary Pauline P (chatting to a local friend,
Bonnie Rowley) at about 10:10am. Soon after
this photo, the overcast sky cleared and the
sun showed it still had some sting in it.
The fine weather on a long weekend resulted in a fair bit of foot traffic which led
to reasonable sales and raising our public profile a bit. The final wash-up also saw a
handy $284 added to our funds. Thanks to those members who contributed goods
for sale and helped set up and ‘man’ the stall until closing at 1pm. (NE)
GENERAL MEETING - MONDAY 27th MARCH
President John introduced the Guest Speaker, Wing Commander (Retd.) Max
Loves, former test pilot, on “The Perils of Flight”. Joining the RAAF in 1954,
Max’s flight training commenced on Tiger Moths at Point Cook. While building
solo hours, he safely landed a Tiger Moth after engine failure on two occasions,
enduring scepticism until an instructor experienced exactly the same issue and a
simple carburettor fault was soon found and fixed. Aircraft he then went on to
fly included: Wirraways, Winjeels, Mustangs, Vampires, Sabres and Meteors.
Max’s record saw him selected for a 12 month course at Farnborough (UK) for
Empire Test Pilots, where he did conversion courses onto the Canberra bomber,
DC-3, Chipmunk, Devon, Vickers Viscount and his favourite, the Hawker Hunter.
Later posted to RAF Boscombe Down to fly the Lightning interceptor, his cool
head was a bonus when faced with a fire warning in No1 engine while in a steep
climb at above 20,000ft and nearly Mach 1.5.
Back in Australia, he did extensive test work on
the RAAF’s Macchi trainer and the Mirage fighter
until he retired from military service in 1974.
Max gained his commercial pilot’s licence and
continued his career in the aviation education
sector at RMIT before finally retiring.
Remembering all those aircraft types was clearly
a happy trip down memory lane for many in the
audience and vigorous applause came close to
drowning out John’s formal “Thank You” gift
presentation to Max, pictured at left.
(NE)

DOROTHY HOUGHTON MBE
1st January 1920 - 2nd January 2017
Dorothy grew up on farms in the Mallee, and rode her pony to school. Later moving
to Mildura she worked at Darrods, then Bowrings, where she learned to be a buyer in
Flinders Lane. She also modelled the clothes.
It was in Mildura she met Norman Houghton and they married in February 1941, just
before he enlisted in the RAAF. Dorothy joined the war effort and she worked for the
Department of the Air in Melbourne. During this time, Norm’s father purchased the
Portsea Hotel and after the war they moved there to assist him.
Thus began Dorothy’s life in hotels on the Southern Peninsula. She had many stories
of life there including Tommy Carter’s Band; Graeme Bell and his Dixielanders started
there, dancing with Harold Holt, the Nepean Hotel opposite - and six o’clock closing
and the night cupboard for bona fide travellers.
On the death of Mrs Hunt at the Rye Hotel, they were invited to run it for the new
owner. This lasted for two years during which Dorothy provided meals at the bar, the
first hotel on the Peninsula to do so. Then a move back to the Portsea Hotel for three
years after which they ran the Koonya Hotel at Sorrento for the next fourteen. She
made her mark there running an excellent dining room and was most hospitable. It
was the place to have events and where Rye organisations often had their special
nights. Leaving in 1972 when the lease expired, they bought the supermarket in Blairgowrie, but even though the hours were better, it did not suit them.
They returned to the Rye Hotel in 1974, owned by the brewery. With son, Peter, as
part of the business, they later bought the lease and then the freehold. Since then, it
has been upgraded several times. Dorothy had decided to never hold a hotel licence.
Her community life started when in Rye the first time and expanded after moving to
Sorrento. She became the first woman Councillor on the Shire of Flinders, for over 12
years representing the Collins Riding (Blairgowrie, Sorrento and Portsea) becoming
Shire President in 1980-81. It was during that time she was
awarded the MBE for her service to the community.
Dorothy was active in the Red Cross, St John’s and St Andrew’s
Anglican Parish, was an inaugural member of the National Trust
on the Peninsula, on McCrae Homestead Committee, a Life Governor of Peninsula Health, Rotary Clubs of Sorrento and Rye (a
Paul Harris Fellow and Sapphire Member) and a passionate and
persistent instigator of preserving the First Settlement Site.
She was a Life Member of Rye and Nepean Historical Societies,
and at Rye she obtained the guest speakers for many years.
Up until a short time before her death, she attended the Rye
Hotel every day, at first walking around the tables, meeting any
representatives and arranging functions with her staff. In the last
few months she would sit by the fireplace where she could see
everything and was always happy to greet people.
We all miss Dorothy’s presence among us - she was indeed a
‘true Southern Peninsula icon’.
Dorothy is pictured above at the last function she organised, a musical afternoon
held at Beleura Homestead in aid of St Andrews Church, Rye, in July 2016. (PP)

A Blast From the Past
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Rolling Thunder in “The Cups” Country in 1940 - 45
Readers may be aware of occasional pre-WW2 CMF training bivouacs held on
the Peninsula, sometimes near Rye (see news examples * below).
After WW2 commenced, the Australian army had to quickly train Battalions of
soldiers, including artillerymen. Part of the Puckapunyal range was set aside for
artillery training, but that area could not cope with the numbers involved.
Almost certainly the training during WW2 would include using 25 pounders,
similar to the one on public display near the car park entry at the Rye RSL.
The notice at right appeared in
The Age, 25th November 1940.
Similar notices were repeated
almost monthly in the newspapers
through to early 1945.
No doubt the area encompassed
by this prohibition notice was
sparsely populated in 1940. But
with all the development south of
Browns Road since then, it is hard
to visualise a repeat in 2017!
Notes:
For Rye Ocean Beach Road read
present-day Dundas Street,
For Sandy Road, read ca. 300m of
today’s Truemans Road between
the two Browns Rd roundabouts,
For Dromana-Flinders Road, read
present-day Boneo Road,
For Cape Schanck Road, read as
the now closed Old Cape Schanck
Rd, south from Browns Road.
(*) Some examples readers can easily access via ’trove’:
The Age, 12th April 1909, “Shelling the Invaders”, which mentions Rye.
The Argus, 12th April 1909. “The Field Artillery”, “A Working Day”.
The Argus, 5th March 1936. “Militia will fire 20000 rounds”, near Rye.
The Argus, 31st March 1937. “10th Infantry Brigade Camp”, near Mornington.
The Age, 23rd March, 1939. “Camp Life at Mornington”, “Signals and Infantry”.
(NE)
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Corinella – Victoria’s Forgotten Episode

Corinella is a rural hamlet on the south-eastern shore of Western Port, Victoria. It is acknowledged as being the site of the first permanent “bricks and mortar” settlement in Victoria, however the original settlement did not survive and
is a now a little-known part of Victoria’s history.
Following the abortive attempt of the Collins Settlement at Sullivan Bay in
1803/04, it was some time before other attempts were made to settle on the
south coast of Australia.
Before the Batman/Fawkner establishment of what was to become Melbourne in 1835, there were the Government sponsored attempts at Albany/
Swan River and Westernport (later Corinella), and a private venture by the
Henty family at Portland in 1834.
The Albany venture only lasted months and was ultimately forsaken mainly
due to its remoteness from Van Diemen’s Land and Port Jackson.
The first chapter in the recorded history of Western Port was written by
George Bass who set out in an open whaleboat from Port Jackson on the 3rd
December 1797 and sailed through the eastern entrance of Western Port on
the 5th January 1798.
On 21st March 1801, the bay was visited by Lieutenant James Grant and Francis Barallier, in the “Lady Nelson”, under orders from Governor King.
In April 1802, the French explorer, Nicolas Baudin, with Jacques Hamlin, sent
a small boat from his ship “Le Naturaliste” to explore the area of Western Port.
Several places were named, the most notable being Ile des Francais which is
now known by the direct translation as French Island.
At about the same time, Grant had his convict crew fell trees and build a
blockhouse on Churchill Island. They cultivated a patch of soil and planted seeds
of wheat, corn, potatoes, peas, coffee berries, apples, peaches and nectarines.
This became the first European garden and crop of wheat grown in Victoria.
The first study of Western Port goes back to the work of Lieutenant Charles
Robbins accompanied by Lieutenant John Oxley in 1804/05 on the cutter
“Integrity” to report upon the most suitable place for a “post of occupancy”.
They devoted their time to an examination of Western Port, and jointly condemned it, noting: “ .. it possessed no advantages suitable for settlement; that it
was badly watered, while most of the land was low and swampy”
Some twenty years passed before ships were put into requisition for planting
a new settlement on Victorian territory. This was left to Captain Samuel Wright
on the small brig “Dragon”.
Leaving Sydney on 9 November 1826, brought a detachment of 21 soldiers, 20
convicts, several civilians and some women, and explorer William H. Hovell.
Some nineteen days later, Captain Wright, with the soldiers and convicts,
landed at Phillip Island at a point he named Fort Dumaresq, near the present
township of Rhyll, but decided the chosen site was unsatisfactory due to the
lack of water.

Corinella – Victoria’s Forgotten Episode (cont)
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They then moved to a strategic point on the eastern side of Western Port, 3
km east of Settlement Point (originally named Red Point) which is close to the
present township of Corinella.
They soon moved to Settlement Point, later to be called Corinella (the meaning being kangaroo or running water).
A Flagstaff was erected on 3rd December 1826, and Wright took formal possession of the land on 12th December 1826 and soon positioned a two-gun fort.
Work commenced in earnest on the village; timber was felled near Bass River
and since good quality clay was available, some 40,000 bricks were produced.

ABOVE: Western Port map showing French Island, Philip Island and the location
of Corinella. Western Port experiences the full tidal range of Bass Strait, but
even at low tide, there was adequate depth for ships of the time to navigate
past Settlement Point. (map by JB: Wolamai = early spelling; now Woolamai)
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Corinella – Victoria’s Forgotten Episode

(concl)

Captain Wetherall cleared a site on a flat-topped hill on Phillip Island commanding the entrance, erected a flagstaff, and a couple of six-pounder guns and
called the battery Fort Dumaresq.
As land was cleared, gardens were planted and crops of wheat and maize
harvested. Sheep, horses, cattle and pigs were husbanded and cannons were
installed to defend the community. Victoria’s first Government House, as the
Commandant’s House was called, was never completed.
All, however, was not well. Following the erroneous report by Hume and
Hovell claiming Western Port was unsuitable for agriculture, owing to poor soil
and lack of fresh water, and the threat of the French now having subsided, the
Governor concluded that the fort was redundant, and it was abandoned on 19th
February 1828.
The previously mentioned erroneous report was due to Hume and Hovell
who mistakenly believed that their epic overland journey from NSW in 1824 had
terminated at Western Port, rather than at Port Phillip.
By March 1828, the ship “Isabella” had returned all the settlers to Sydney.
The buildings had been burnt to prevent their use by escaped convicts but
the thousands of bricks neatly stacked at the abandoned Corinella settlement
were readily used by the early settlers who moved into the area.
Later during 1828, the wisdom of abandoning the settlement was queried in
official communications from England, but by then it was too late. Probably the
expense entailed in its maintenance had more to do with the withdrawal than
the adverse reports of Wetherall, Hovell and Wright.
In the late 1970s, the 1826-28 Corinella site was subject to extensive archaeological investigations by the Victoria Archaeological Survey led by Peter Coutts.
Although equivocal in its conclusions about the location and remains of the
settlement, the dig established the importance of the site to Victoria's history of
European settlement.
Over 900 square metres of test excavation was exposed by machine and by
hand. Yet surprisingly, only one 1826-28 structure was located, and even this
was not conclusively identified or dated.
A magnetometer survey of the area was also undertaken, with no positive
result. A metal detector survey uncovered hundreds of artefacts, but none
could be unequivocally dated to the 1826-28 period.
Probe surveys located some remains, while very extensive backhoe testing
located no evidence of the first settlement.
Today, no traces remain of the original settlement, but a stone and brick cairn
erected in 1972 in Jamieson Street, Corinella, acknowledges the importance of
this part of Victoria’s history.
Article researched and written by John Bertacco. (see refs, page 11 >)

Book Review
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CORINELLA - REFERENCES:
Coutts, P.J.F. 1983: Corinella: a forgotten episode in Victorian history. Part One:
History and Description of the Settlement. Records of the Victoria Archaeological
Survey No.15, Ministry for Planning and Environment: Melbourne
Corinella, A Forgotten Episode in Victorian History, by P J F Coutts. Records of the
Victorian Arch. Survey, May 1983. Corinella – Victoria’s Best Kept Secret, P. Coutts
Report on Archaeological Investigations at the 1826 Settlement Site - Corinella, by
P.J.F. Coutts. Records of the Victoria Archaeological Survey N0.18, Ministry for Planning and Environment, Melbourne (1985).
The Andersons of Western Port; Thomas Horton, Kenneth Morris, Dominion PressHedges & Bell, Maryborough.
The Mornington Standard, August 12, 1905.

Book review by John Bertacco, February 2017

The Andersons of Western Port, by Thomas Horton & Kenneth Morris.
(Published by the Bass Valley Historical Society)
The book fundamentally covers the discovery and exploration of Western
Port, and the life of the first settlers in the area.
From the point of view of people living in the Mornington Peninsula, the first
three chapters provide an excellent summary of details of our first visitors, the
temporary occupation, and the military presence in the 1797 – 1828 period.
The book is extremely well researched, includes numerous references, and
contains copious maps and photos.
The authors have derived information from:
“ the narratives of explorers by sea and gleanings from the stories of sporadic
and unauthorised habitation by sealers of what was then an isolated shore”.
Author Morris recounts the exploits of Captain Smith who “built a 22 ton
schooner at Western Port in 1825”, and puts forward the fundamental reasons
for the abandonment of the settlements made by David Collins and Samuel
Wright.
This book is a comprehensive treatment of the Western Port history and is
recommended to members interested in the early development of coastal
settlement east of Port Phillip Bay.
Two rather tasteless jokes from the past. (Gippsland Times, 13th Nov 1950)
A city girl applying to a job advert for a woman to do light housework, wrote: “ I think
the sea air will do me good. Can you please tell me where the lighthouse is located ?”
A telephone subscriber was complaining bitterly about the time it took for the local
exchange to respond to an outgoing call. Asked if it was a manual local exchange, the
subscriber blurted: “No, no, they’re all female operators!”
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Acetylene Gas Generators for Home Lighting

Acetylene gas was known to chemists by the mid-1800s, but it remained a
curiosity until a process to manufacture calcium carbide granules was perfected
by the Union Carbide Company in 1898. Acetylene could now be generated on
demand by dripping water onto calcium carbide. Inventors soon developed a
range of applications and equipment, which included illumination in homes,
public buildings and streets, miner’s headlamps for use underground, headlamps and tail lights for cars, lamps for bicycles, lanterns for slide shows, and
the oxy-acetylene equipment later used by boilermakers and safe crackers.
Newspaper reports of 76 acetylene gas explosions in Victoria from 1900-10
have been found. These caused 4 fatalities and a number of serious injuries, so
the acetylene explosion at Merino in 1910 (p13) had a relatively good outcome.
By comparison, until town gas had a smell added, any gas leakage was hard to
detect, and since town gas often contained carbon monoxide, town gas leakage
posed a serious health hazard in homes, even if no explosion occurred.
Representative advertisements drawn from various Victorian newspapers in
the period 1902 to 1917 are reproduced below and opposite. John W Faul of
Bendigo was a very enthusiastic early proponent of acetylene installations.
Below: JOHN FAUL, Bendigo 1902
Bottom: Alex Gunn & Sons, 1906

Below: SUN Acetylene, 1907.

Acetylene Gas Generators for Home Lighting
On the Mornington Peninsula, Mrs
Weir was mentioned in the press for
installing a system at “Gracefield Hotel”,
Rye, in 1909 (‘White Cliffs’ Oct 2016).
There were certainly some acetylene
gas light systems in Sorrento houses
and hotels pre-WW1. Private acetylene
generators were mentioned in Shire of
Flinders debates in 1914, which finally
resulted in the installation of an electric
light system for Sorrento streets, hotels
and homes by late December 1918.
A diagram of a commercial acetylene
generator is reproduced at right. (NE)

Above: 3 Jun 1910
Upper right: 23 Sept 1915
Lower Right: 11 June 1917
Below: 10 Nov 1911
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Rye - Windmills and Rainfall Records

With no reliable surface water at the Sorrento settlement in 1803, Captain Collins
had open top barrels perforated and sunk in the sand at the high edge of the
beach. This setup tapped the water table to yield an adequate supply of drinking
water. Later, no doubt, early settlers dug wells. At Rye Primary school, a rainwater
tank was installed in 1877, but a well “12-14 feet deep” was dug later, in 1882. [1]
Windmills were proven and commercially available by the early 1880s. If erected
over a hole bored to below the water table, with a slotted casing inserted, a windmill could pump water up into a tank. Windmills were obvious features out in open
country, and surveyors logged their locations on the 1931 ‘Army Map’ “Sorrento”.
In the area from Canterbury Jetty Rd heading west to Portsea, 14 windmills are
shown, with 7 of those in a fairly close group, located midway between Sorrento
and Portsea. Heading east, there were more than 20 windmills marked in the area
from Canterbury Jetty Rd across to Boneo Rd. Refer: Cover Image. V Map SLV
Of particular interest are the two windmills
and a tank marked close to Rye township. One
of them was south of the cemetery, only about
100m east of the house previously owned by
Mr James Brown, when It probably pumped up
to the tank on high ground in the Observation
Drive area, for stock water. Owned by the
McDonald family after ca. 1922, that windmill
and tank later watered the golf course, with
the windmill just south of the end of Hygeia St
possibly supplying that golf course tank too.
The news item at right, from the Mornington
RYE
[24 February 1906]
Standard in 1906, underlines the precarious
We have had several bush fires this
situation faced by residents during a dry spell. season in this vicinity, but, so far, not
Rye was proud of its official rain gauge status very serious damage has eventuated.
(est. 1907), getting three mentions in the There has been a great scarcity of rain
lately, and most of the tanks
Mornington Standard during 1908. (next page) water
were dry. Resort had to be made to
Unfortunately, the Rye station was only active the wells, which emitted a neverfor six years and four of those have data gaps. failing supply, but the rain which fell
on Sunday night slightly relieved the
An attempt has been made here to see pressure as far as the tanks were conwhether the rainfall records for either Sorrento cerned, but more is urgently needed,
or Mornington can provide us with reasonably everything being parched up.
reliable direct substitute figures for Rye. [2]
Data recording started earlier at Sorrento, in 1902, but figures are missing,
leaving only 1909, 1910, 1913-1917, 1937, 1939, 1940 and 1943-1946 complete
for all 12 months. Mornington, for which records exist from 1869 to 2016, was the
next closest rain gauge site to Rye, but 18 years of its records are also incomplete.
Finding similarities between Mornington and Rye records has proved problematic.

Rye - Windmills and Rainfall Records
RAINFALL

4 Jan 1908

The following is the rainfall registered for
the Nepean Peninsula (Rye) for the month of
December 1907, 5.27 inches. [133.8mm]

RYE

18 Jan 1908

Our Rye correspondent writes: A comparison of the recorded rainfall over Victoria during the year 1907, according to reports received at the Observatory, shows that our
district with a total of 27.73 inches [704.3mm]
holds the 3rd highest place in the State, and
for the month of December holds pride of
position with a rainfall of 5.30 inches.
[134.6mm] ……

The Rainfall

10 Oct 1908

Mr W J Hill, Rye, reports on the rainfall for
last month: Rain fell on 17 days during September, making a total for the month of 208
points. [52.7mm]
This exceeds the total for the corresponding
month of last year by 46 points. [11.7mm]
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Below: Monthly rainfall totals (mm) for
the 22 months during which all three
stations recorded as expected.
Month

1908 Mar
1908 Apr
1908 May
1908 Jun*
1908 Jul
1908 Aug*
1908 Sep*
1908 Oct
1908 Nov
1908 Dec
1909 Jan*
1909 Feb*
1909 Mar
1909 Apr
1909 May
1909 Jun
1909 Jul*
1909 Aug*
1909 Sep*
1909 Oct*
1909 Nov
1909 Dec

Sor’to

Rye

M’ton

3.0
5.8
30.5
120.5
47.2
50.3
47.0
27.0
29.5
4.1
36.5
49.3
42.0
66.8
30.3
118.8
62.6
162.0
46.1
41.0
27.6
30.6

65.0
15.3
66.0
104.7
74.8
60.1
52.7
74.1
40.9
16.0
42.5
42.1
54.1
89.9
63.6
116.1
61.8
153.8
58.1
41.5
62.2
38.8

51.9
6.7
43.4
104.3
41.0
61.6
58.5
67.4
30.1
8.9
39.0
37.3
33.1
78.0
52.4
79.6
57.8
152.9
57.2
52.5
20.3
66.0

The year 1909 offers a complete 12
month record for all three rain gauge sites.
However, two of Mornington’s data gaps
coincide with two of Rye’s complete years,
leaving only two years for any Rye–
Mornington comparison. Similarly, two of
Sorrento’s data gaps coincide with two
Annual Total Rainfall Comparisons
complete Rye years, leaving barely two
1909
725.5
824.5
726.0
years for a valid Rye-Sorrento comparison.
1913
569.4
663.6
Ultimately, there were only 22 months
1914
455.9
530.8
for which monthly rainfall totals exist for
1915
465.6
631.8
all three stations (table, upper right).
1916
647.5
831.9
A month by month comparison shows 1917
658.8
861.1
fewer than half of those 22 months in 1937
512.5
605.1
which all three sites agreed reasonably 1939 *
835.1
855.7
1940
471.5
557.6
closely (marked * in the upper table).
649.5
560.3
Annual Rainfall comparisons between 1943
1944
484.2
570.4
Sorrento and Mornington over the 13
1945
427.4
566.4
years for which complete data exists also
1946 *
780.4
765.0
show poor correlation, see table, at right.
Well, that was a fair bit of effort for not much result! About all we can say is that if
Mornington and Sorrento recorded a wet or a dry year, it was wet or dry at Rye,
too. Big deal! Ah well, such is life. We will look at water supply in the next issue.
[1] Rye Primary School, Patricia Appleford.
[2] Historic BOM records via the internet.

Researched and written by Noel Erbs.
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Coming Meetings, Guest Speakers and Events.
21st April
24th April:
28th April:
7th May:
13th May:
22nd May:
26th May:

Return Visit by Rye H S group to Dromana & District H S @ 10am.
C’ttee meets @ 6:30pm. General Meeting 8pm; Guest speaker:
Dr Tony Heyes, “What is Science : Our Changing View of Reality”
Rye RSL. Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm. Meal afterwards optional.
Cemetery Walk. Commences at “The Old School House” at 2pm.
Street stall (again near the Post Office)
C’ttee meets @ 6:30pm. General Meeting 8pm; Guest speaker:
Mr Rod Binns, who was Project Manager on The Sheep Project in
Fiji, working on developing a suitable sheep breed for meat.
Rye RSL. Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm. Meal afterwards optional.

10th & 11th June: Monster Book Sale (prep working bees from 5th June)
19th June: Committee meeting only (1 week early), 7:00pm at usual location.
26th June: General Meeting. A trial winter 2pm daytime meeting initiative to be held in St Andrews Church Hall, Rye. Join accomplished local
author, June Loves, in a lively workshop to get you started on the
key elements of Writing a Memoir. Bring a notebook and a pen!
30th June:
Rye RSL. Happy Hour, 5 - 6pm. Meal afterwards optional.
_________________________________________________________________
HOME PAGE: http://ryehistoricalsociety.weebly.com/index.html
Easiest to Google ‘Rye Historical Society’. The most recent 3 years of issues of
our “White Cliffs” newsletter can be viewed in colour on the Society’s website.
FACEBOOK: Rye Historical Society Mornington Peninsula (now on Facebook)
continues to be a valuable entry point for supporters to offer recollections and
photos to add to the historical record as well as a path to publicise our Society.

The Rye Historical Society, PO Box 65, Rye 3941
http://ryehistoricalsociety.weebly.com index.html

Museum: “The Old Schoolhouse”, Collingwood St, Rye.
President: John Bertacco,
Vice-President: Lynne Woollard,
Secretary: Pauline Powell,
Hon. Treasurer: Danny Jennings.
Editorial Committee: Bernie Woiwod, John Bertacco, Noel Erbs
Reports on RHS activities (with photos if possible) and contributed articles
for the next issue of “White Cliffs always welcome. Copy deadline 30th June.

